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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I wanted to send this communication so that you are all fully updated regarding the 
reopening of the school from Monday 8 March and you have all the information that you 
need to fully prepare your children for the return to school. Whilst it is pleasing to see that 
the rates of Covid 19 are reducing, this is not a time to become complacent and we need to 
ensure that we are continuing to minimise the risks to students, staff and their families. 
Relaxing any of the measures that we had in place during this term too quickly could see 
further outbreaks and closure of bubbles and year groups. This is something that we want 
to avoid if we possibly can and is the reason for keeping the restrictions in place and 
following the guidelines of the Government and Public Health England. 
 
The key areas that I want to address are Lateral Flow Testing, use of face coverings, the 
school day, student expectations, uniform and equipment: 
 

 Lateral Flow Testing 
 
It is crucial that action continues to be taken to break the chains of transmission of 
the virus and safeguard the health of the staff and students in education settings 
wherever face-to-face education occurs. This is such an important process in being 
able to identify asymptomatic carriers of the virus and identify and isolate them 
before further outbreaks occur. Thank you to everyone who has given consent for 
your children to be involved in this. I sent out guidelines last week of when this will 
be taking place. Once we have confirmed the total number of students involved, we 
will be sending out further details regarding the times that students will be expected 
to be in school for their first test. Due to the fact that the students will be coming 
in to school to receive their test and then going straight home, there will be no need 
for students to wear school uniform for their designated day. Parents will receive 
results of the test via email notification and, if negative, students will be able to 
resume full time face to face teaching the next day. If the test result is positive the 
student will have to self-isolate and continue with remote learning. There will be no 
need to take a confirmatory PCR test after a lateral flow test administered in school. 
The second and third tests will be carried out in school over the following 10 days 
and once this has been completed students will be issued with home testing kits to 
continue with the testing process at home. We will issue further guidance in relation 
to and about how to inform us of the results nearer the time. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 Face Coverings 
 
We see face coverings as a vital way of helping to reduce the transmission of Covid-
19 within school during this initial step out of full lockdown. During the Autumn term 
students became very accustomed to having to wear these coverings in communal 
areas around school whilst moving between classrooms along potentially more 
crowded corridors. We will be continuing with this approach and expecting students 
to comply with this measures, until it is deemed safe for everyone to relax this 
restriction.  
 
In addition it has been recommended that for this initial phase of reopening that 
students and staff should wear face coverings where social distancing is not possible. 
This means that where previously the recommendation was not to wear face 
coverings in the classroom, this has changed to wearing them. In a class of 30 
students, it is impossible to teach the students in a socially distanced manner. We 
are implementing this approach until the end of the term, at which point we will 
review the need to wear face coverings in classrooms based on Local Authority and 
Government advice.  
 

 School Day 
 
We will be continuing with the measures that we had in place regarding the school 
day and how students move around the school. 
 
Start times will continue to be staggered for the different year groups, using their 
own entrance points to the school grounds and the building. We will be continuing 
with the split lunches and zoned areas for break time and students will continue to 
be taught in their class and year group bubbles which were in operation before 
Christmas. A reminder of the start and end times to the day are shown below. 
 
Year 7 and 8 arrive at school for an 8.30am start finishing at 3.00pm 
Year 9 and 10 arrive at school for a 9.00am start finishing at 3.20pm 
 

 Uniform and Equipment 
 
On the return to full time face to face teaching students will be expected to be 
wearing the full school uniform. However on the days that they have practical PE 
lessons they will be allowed to wear their PE kit similar to how we were operating 
before Christmas. This is so that students can continue to follow their normal 
curriculum of lessons and avoid having to use crowded and poorly ventilated changing 
rooms.  An additional change includes that students will have the option to start 
wearing the summer uniform earlier than we would normally implement.  We are 
aware that parent/carers may need to purchase new uniform due to growth spurts 
and making this additional change will limit potential additional expense being 
incurred.  Please refer to the additional letter outlining details of the summer 
uniform and costs.   
 
Students should continue to limit the amount of equipment that they bring to school 
and this should be able to be carried in a single bag. It is, however, important that 
students have their own basic stationery and calculator with them for every lesson 
this should include the following:- 
 
2x black or blue pens 
1 x pencil 



 

 

1 x ruler 15cm or 30cm  
1 x green pen 

 

We are all looking forward to welcoming the students back to school so that we are able to 
operate in some kind of normal way. We know that students and families have struggled 
during this second lockdown and we do not want to be in a position where this could happen 
again. We want to avoid any disruption including class closures as much as possible, but this 
is going to rely on everyone pulling together to follow the expectations and keep everyone 
as safe as possible. We want these restrictions to only be in place for as long as is needed, 
and they will be continually reviewed over   the coming months as the whole country moves 
through the different stages of coming out of this last lockdown period.  
 
Please could I ask you to share this information with your children and help them understand 
the importance of these measures, to help us to be in a position of lifting them as soon as 
it is appropriate to do so. 
 
Finally, we will still be involved in track and trace, if there are any further cases in school, 
and would ask that parents and carers continue to use the reporting a positive case form on 
the website. I have also included with this letter a new document explaining what to do if 
a positive case is confirmed in your household. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this communication and I look forward to welcoming 
the students back to school next week. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr A Greenwood 
Head of School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


