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Dear Parents and Carers 

End of term - change of date 

You may have seen in the media that the Department for Education (DfE) has announced that 

schools are permitted to make Friday 18 December a ‘non-teaching’ day, to minimise contacts 

ahead of the Christmas period and hopefully reduce the need for ‘Test and Trace’ related to school 

attendance. We have decided to take the advice from the DfE to stop face-to-face teaching on 

Thursday 17 December. School will finish at the normal time on this day. All HAT schools will re-

open as planned on Tuesday 5 January 2021.  

 

What to do if my child tests positive for Coivd-19 during the Christmas holidays? 

The table below summarises what to do if your child tests positive during the holiday period. In 

all cases we ask that you email us at: positivetest@hamptonacademiestrust.org.uk In the early 

part of the holidays you will also be directed to a brief online form, so that we can gather some 

key information, in case we have to contact other families as a result of the positive test. 

 

Symptoms 

began on 

(or date of 

positive test if 

asymptomatic) 

 

How to 

contact the 

school 

Action Required 

Between 

Monday 14 – 

Thursday 17 

December 

 

 

Phone the 

school to 

report the 

case if during 

the working 

day. 

 

Email if out of 

hours. 

• Parents inform school immediately identifying any 

close contacts their son/ daughter had at break or 

lunch and to and from school. Please also state if they 

used the school bus. 

• School will notify individuals within respective bubble 

who may have come into contact. 

• School will notify individuals who will have to self-

isolate for 14 days over the Christmas period. 

Friday 18 

December 

Send email 

and complete 

online form. 

• Parents inform school immediately. 

• School will notify individuals within respective bubble 

who may have come into contact on Wednesday 16 

and Thursday 17 December.  

• Identify any close contacts their son/ daughter had at 

break or lunch and to and from school. Please also 

state if they used the school bus.  

mailto:positivetest@hamptonacademiestrust.org.uk
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• School will notify individuals who will have to self-

isolate for 14 days over the Christmas period. 

Saturday 19 

December 

Send email 

and complete 

online form. 

• Parents inform school immediately. 

• School will notify individuals within respective bubble 

who may have come into contact on Thursday 17 

December. 

• Identify any close contacts their son/ daughter had at 

break or lunch and to and from school. Please also 

state if they used the school bus. 

• School will notify individuals who will have to self-

isolate for 14 days over the Christmas period. 

Sunday 20 

December – 

Wednesday 23 

December 

 

 

Send email 

and complete 

online form. 

• Unless testing was delayed following onset of 

symptoms, the case was not in the school setting when 

infectious and it is unlikely there will be further 

action from school in the holidays.  

• However, please still complete the online form, so we 

can determine whether the school does need to track 

and trace school contacts. 

• If there is further action needed on the part of the 

school, (e.g. in the case of a delayed result) we will 

contact you. 

• You must also engage with *NHS Test and Trace. 

• For non-urgent queries we may contact you on 4 

January. 

Thursday 24 

December - 

Monday 4 

January 

Send email. • You will receive an automated reply from 24 

December.  

• Your information will be logged by your school on 4 

January. 

• Engage with *NHS Test and Trace. 

 

 

* After the period when the school is responsible for test and trace, it is the parents’ responsibility 

to notify close contact family and friends and follow advice as per NHS Covid-19 guidelines: 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 

In order to ensure these arrangements work effectively and minimise the risk of compromising 

families’ Christmas break, please adhere to the following: 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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- Parents to seek tests via testing centres rather than via postal tests as this can 

significantly delay confirmation of results. Results are normally forthcoming in 24 hours 

via test centres. 

- Parents to notify school if children have symptoms after schools close (as outlined 

above) – even when waiting for a test result, families can be advised to take 

necessary steps whilst awaiting confirmation. 

- So as to minimise the risk of infection within school (and the wider community) 

please ensure you continue to adhere to social distancing protocol. 

- Advise the school of any positive cases using the methods outlined in the table above. 

 

If there is anything at all you are unsure about regarding these arrangements, please contact your 

child’s school before the end of term. 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 

Dr Helen Price  
Executive Headteacher 
 

 

 

 


