
Key Stage 3  
DRAMA 

Curriculum Aims Curriculum content  Assessment 

Year 7 In year 7 students develop a range of 
skills through the medium of drama.  
The focus will be on Creating, 
Performing and Responding.  They 
learn how to express themselves 
creatively, understand commitment 
to their role, performance work and 
to others and develop life-long social 
skills such as cooperation and 
communication.  Through role-play 
they explore their own beliefs and 
opinions whilst developing 
understanding and empathy towards 
others.  Students will also learn 
about how to enjoy drama and 
theatre as an art form through script 
work and appreciation of the work of 
others. 

Introduction to drama 

• Spontaneous improvisation 

• Styles and genres 

• Mime, Narration, Naturalism 

• Text and Inference skills 

• Role Play 

• Investigative Drama 

• Devising from stimulus 

• Performing 
 

Techniques and Strategies 

• Still image 

• Thought tracking 

• Cross Cutting 

• Marking the Moment 

• Mime 

• Gesture 

• Facial Expression 

• Movement 

• Space 

• Choral work 

• Ensemble 

• Narration 

• Characterisation 

• Explorative Strategies 

• Responding   

Formative assessment will 
take place twice during each 
unit of work and feedback 
will be recorded in individual 
student booklets. 

Year 8 In year 8 pupils continue to focus on 
Creating, Performing and 
Responding and develop their range 
of skills through the medium of 
drama.  Students develop their 
creative talents further, perform 
with greater confidence and refine 
their life-long social skills such as 
cooperation and communication.  
Building on Year 7, students 
continue to develop an 
understanding of the origins and 
contexts of drama and the theatre 
and start to gain a greater 
understanding of the key skills 
required for success in GCSE Drama. 
 

• Styles and Genre 

• Melodrama, Realism and  non- 
naturalistic theatre       

• Conventions and techniques                  

• Experimenting with and exploring 
status through improvisation 

• Conventions of stage directions 

• Monologues 

• Audience and Purpose 

• Stock characters 

• Language 

• Acting techniques 

• Vocal skills 

• Interpreting a script 
 

Formative assessment will 
take place twice during each 
unit of work and feedback 
will be recorded in individual 
student booklets. 
 
Study of text – a summative 
assessment will take place at 
the end of this unit with a 
final prepared performance. 



Year 9 The focus in year 9 is to introduce 
key practitioners, styles and genres 
and to begin to develop a greater 
flair for and understanding of how to 
devise successful drama 
performances.  Students will also 
study a key play text in greater depth 
and will be able to discover their 
own strengths in performance, 
directing and devising.  Students 
continue to learn that positive 
working relationships when working 
collaboratively is the key to 
successful learning outcomes. 

• Devising from stimulus 

• Creating performance 

• Study of Text [Blood Brothers] 

• Practitioners [Berkoff] 

• Style and Genre [Physical Theatre] 

Creating, Performing, Evaluating Both summative and 
formative assessments will 
take place during each unit 
and feedback will be 
recorded in individual 
student booklets. 

 

 

Throughout the year, extra-curricular opportunities provide students with an extension of the key skills covered during lessons, along with opportunities to see live theatre 

and gain an appreciation of the work of professionals within the theatre. 


