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HEAD OF SCHOOL’S NEWS  

I cannot believe that we are at the end of our first full term. Although it has been hectic at times, I 
can honestly say how enjoyable it has been and how proud I am of everyone associated with Hamp-
ton Gardens. I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for their support and their warm 
words of encouragement during this busy first term of the academic year. 
  
As I walk around the school, often with external visitors, I am always impressed by the engaging lessons that are taking place 
allowing students to reach their full potential. I must praise the staff, on all levels, here at the school who are providing our 
students with a wide and varied diet of stimulating and engaging lessons. The opportunity to take part in extra-curricular ac-
tivities is impressive and as you will see from the sports report, we have had many successes this term. Well done to all those 
students who have represented the school in one or more of these teams. 
 
As we look ahead to the future and the next academic year, we have started recruiting for staff who will start in September 
2018. I am delighted to announce that we have already recruited for the Deputy Head of School, Head of Year 8 and Head of 
Mathematics. Mrs Sharon Gilligan will be joining as Deputy Head of School, she has been teaching in Peterborough for over 
twenty years and her experience in senior leadership will be an asset to the school. Mr Joyce, who the students know al-
ready, will be joining us full time as Head of Year 8. Mr Joyce currently teaches technology across both sites in the Trust. Fi-
nally Mr P. Tank will be joining us as Head of Mathematics, Mr Tank is currently second in department at Jack Hunt School. I 
would like to thank all the students who have been involved in the interviews, all the candidates have expressed how fantas-
tic they have been and that they had all been a credit to the school. 
 
Throughout this half term we have had many assemblies on being kind and respectful to one another and others. This is 
something we will constantly revisit as we feel that these qualities in young people are equally as important as academic suc-
cess. I was overwhelmed by the passion and enthusiasm shown by the students during the recent fundraising week for Chil-
dren in Need. The Student Council were amazing in organising the whole week and the support by the rest of the student 
body, through their participation in all the events, was also amazing. 
 

As you are aware we have taken the decision to use the car park to drop and pick up students before and after school for a 
period of time until the traffic situation on Hartland Avenue is resolved. Can I please remind parents to drive with caution, 
especially during adverse weather, and to use the parking bays on the far side of the car park nearest to the all-weather pitch 
for dropping off and picking up their children. This is to ensure that there is a smooth flow of traffic at all times.  
 
Over the last couple of weeks we have noticed an increase in the number of students who are arriving late to school, can I 
take this opportunity to remind everyone that the first bell sounds at 8.25am and students should be in their tutor groups for 
8.30am.  
 
Finally, on behalf of staff and Governors at Hampton Gardens, may I extend our best wishes to you and your family for a 
restful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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HAMPTON GARDENS NEWS 

Congratulations and thank you Year 7!  We had a fantastic week of fundraising activities 
and all students joined in to support raising money for Children in Need.  
 
We started the week with an assembly from the School Council Members launching the 
plan for the week and also sharing Seb’s story. Students then participated in a range of 
activities including: netball shooting, beat the goalie – some great saves from Mr Leach 
and Mr Trewhitt—basketball shooting and a Bake off with 30 cake entries. Congratulations 
to the 8 winners of Best Looking, Best Tasting, Most Popular, Best Effort and Most Creative 
cakes!  

 
We were lucky to make the LIVE radio breakfast show on BBC Cambridgeshire on Friday morning, well done to Archie Thomp-
son and Mirella Perna for outlining our activities and current total! We also had a 
non-school uniform day and at lunch time watched the Hampton Gardens Dance 
Club’s first performance. We then set our first school record and had 102 staff and 
students dancing in the sports hall for 10 minutes!  
 
Thank you to parents and carers for their support throughout the week.  Enjoy the 
pictures below. 
 

On Friday 17 November 2017 Hampton Gardens School took part in Children in Need fundraising. On November 13, we began 
the week by participating in sporting activities such as: Netball, Basketball and football. Later in the week we also held a deli-
cious bake sale and a dance in the hall for ten minutes with many students and teachers taking part. 
 
These activities were all run by Miss Mead (who did a fantastic job). Other members of staff also participated. Mr Leach and 
Mr Trewhitt showed off their goalie skills, which was a favourite among the students. 
 
However, the most important thing was the amount of money raised - around £500! We did a fantastic job. Well done Hamp-
ton Gardens! 
 
By Isabelle Nichols  
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HAMPTON GARDENS NEWS continued 

Hampton Gardens Halloween Writing Competi-

tion 

Congratulations to Noah Darch for winning the Hampton 
Gardens School Halloween writing competition! Noah’s 
spooktacular ‘Something Scary’ story was selected by Mrs 
Little, Mr Greenwood and I to take 1st place. He was fol-
lowed by Mirella Perna and Isabella Nichols’ fabulous stories 
in 2nd and 3rd place respectively. Well done to all 22 people 
who entered; your stories were a joy to read and we had 
such a hard time judging them. It is clear to see that we 
have some budding young authors among our fabulous Year 
7 students. 
 
Mrs Larsen 
Head of English 

Usborne ‘Ready, Steady, Read’ 

 

To celebrate and encourage a  
lifelong love of reading at home  
and school, we will be running  
a sponsored read between  
Monday 22 January 2018  
and Friday 26 January 2018. 
 
The project is being organised in conjunction with our local 
Usborne Organiser and all the money raised will go towards 
brand new books for our school’s wonderful ‘Learning Re-
source Centre.’ 
 
In addition to the sponsorship money, Usborne also will do-
nate up to 60% of the total raised in EXTRA FREE BOOKS to 
the school. So for every £600 raised, we will get an extra 
£360 in FREE Usborne books! 
 
Whilst we have a fantastic facility with over 700 books on 
offer, there is always room for so much more, so please help 
us to enhance our reading resources for pupils by encourag-
ing your child to spend a small amount of time each day 
either reading to themselves, to others, or being read to. 
They can read anything with words (for example comics, 
recipes, magazines) for as long or as little as they like.  
 
Please support our sponsored read so that your child and 
the future students at Hampton Gardens School have more 
books to read, share and enjoy. More specific information 
regarding this event will be provided to you and your chil-
dren in the New Year with letters and sponsor forms being 
sent home at this time.   
 
Many thanks and have a Merry Christmas, 
 
Mrs Little  
Learning Resource Coordinator 

Hampton Gardens Christmas Poetry Competition 
 
A big congratulations to Isabella Davie for winning the first 
‘Hampton Gardens Christmas Poetry Competition.’ Students 
were tasked with writing a poem of roughly 12 lines with a 
Christmas theme/message. The standard of work submitted 
was very, very high and Isabella beat 40 other entries to have 
hers declared first place. Also a special mention to our Run-
ners up Zara Khan and Lukas Andriunas who came second 
and third respectively! Whilst not everyone can win every 
time, all the poems submitted were wonderful and this did 
make judging them incredibly challenging! What is evident is 
that there are some fantastic writing talents at the school! So 
from me, Mrs Larsen (Head of English), and Mr Greenwood 
(Head of School), a big thank you and well done to all the 
students who entered! We hope to see more of your creative 
writing skills in future and loved reading your poems. 
 
Mrs Little  
Learning Resource Coordinator 
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HAMPTON GARDENS NEWS continued 

Christmas Carol Concert 

On Thursday 14 December the Music Department hosted its annual Christmas Carol Concert featuring musical numbers from 
all Hampton schools: Hampton Hargate, Hampton Vale, Hampton College (Primary and Secondary phases) and Hampton Gar-
dens.  Each school choir sang two songs before all singers joined on stage for a final combined number, Walking in the Air.  The 
concert also featured the ever-growing Hampton Schools Orchestra with children from all ages and all schools performing a 
variety of pieces together including music from Beethoven’s Choral Symphony, Pirates of the Caribbean and Jingle Bells – a 
diverse programme! 
 
The Hall was packed out with audience members who were also invited to participate with four traditional carols accompanied 
by the orchestra. 
 
Thank you to all children, staff and parents for supporting and contributing to the event in many different ways. 
 
The Music Department wishes all a very happy Christmas and we look forward to welcoming you back in the new year for 
some more musical performances. 

Christmas Lunch 

Last Friday saw the students wearing Christmas jumpers to support Save the Children. We raised £117.85 which will go some 
way to help those less fortunate than ourselves at this time of year. This day also coincided with our annual school Christmas 
dinner. This was very enjoyable occasion with over 140 students opting for the Christmas menu.  As a treat students were 
treated to waiter service which was provided by the teaching and support staff. 



H
am

p
to

n
 G

ar
d

en
s 

HAMPTON GARDENS NEWS continued 

Smoke Storm – a big hit 

We had our first ever collapsed day on Thursday 23 November. It was a huge success and the 
students really enjoyed the day and were very enthusiastic and engaged. 

This is where the whole school comes off timetable to learn/experience/engage in topics that 
are not our normal curriculum lessons.  

This year we chose the theme of safety and well-being and had guest speakers come into 
school to talk to the students. We had a representative from Peterborough City Council deal-
ing with Road Safety, Cambridgeshire Fire Service talking about arson and domestic fire safety and solutions4health who gave 
us access to an interactive web based programme called ‘Smoke Storm’ which covered the dangers of smoking and the moral 
issues involved with tobacco companies.  

Abid Hussain from solutions4health brought in lots of interesting props to show the students including a set of pigs lungs to 
symbolise a healthy set of lungs and a pair of pigs lungs that were dyed black to show what a smokers lungs would look like. 
He then inflated them with air from a pump to show that there was a difference in the amount of air that the lungs can hold. 
There was also a jar of tar which symbolised how much tar comes out of the human body in a year if you smoke 15 cigarettes a 
day. 

The last lesson of the day was spent producing poems, raps, songs, posters, and drama snippets to represent what they had 
learnt. The best materials will be entered for a competition across all the Peterborough schools. We`ll keep you updated if we 
win. 

SPOTLIGHT ON …   

Ella Stanford – Year 7  

IFDPA compete in the magic - Dance Disney success! 

Ella started dancing at the age of 2, she currently is a performer at Tu Dance Studios and rehearses 5 

times a week, styles include; ballet, contemporary, jazz and street. Ella competed at Disneyland Paris 

in the Group Contemporary Senior Competition and placed 3rd! She also performed in the Disney Pa-

rade alongside Minnie Mouse. Ella is enjoying dance and PE at Hampton Gardens and loves her cur-

rent dance project with her form group – Thriller! 

#beinspired 
 
If you have a gift or talent you would like to share please let your form tutor know.   
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ATTENDANCE AND POSITIVE POINTS LEAGUE TABLES 
 
6 September 2017 to 15 December 2017 

Attendance  

Tutor Group Attendance % 

7-ALW 95.74 

7-ELL 98.19 

7-GMT 96.50 

7-JAL 95.45 

7-MJD 96.89 

7-SAM 96.35 

Congratulations to Mrs Larson 

and her form for leading the 

way in the “Attendance 

League” 

Tutor Group Positive Points 

7-ALW 2184 

7-ELL 2594 

7-GMT 2358 

7-JAL 2590 

7-MJD 3984 

7-SAM 2744 

Positive Points 

Congratulations to Mrs Dixon 

and her form for leading the 

way in the “Positive Point 

League” 
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This half term we have been very busy with sports clubs, fixtures and our first inter-form event, Cross Country! We will be 
rounding up this half term with the next inter-form competition - Kingball on Tuesday 19 December ... Good Luck to everyone!  
A big thank you to staff for assisting the PE department: Mr Leach, Mrs Williams and Mr Trewhitt.  
 

Club News: 

Gymnastics Club has been running since September, 16 students have taken part in floor work routines, vaulting, tumbling 

and ribbon work. Students have developed their confidence in performance skills and enhanced their technique within balanc-

ing movements and travel. There is a rotation order for the warm up leaders each week and students have enjoyed sharing 

their successes with the group. Damilola (A3) said ‘I like Hampton Gardens gymnastics club it’s fun because you get to do 

different activities and learn new skills’.    

Dance Club has grown since September we now have a team of 32 performers! The 

students’ first performance was during Children in Need week, they showcased their 

Justin Timberlake dance and also led the ‘Dance School Record’ for the whole school. 

Congratulations to our selected Dance Leaders: Lily Rose, Amie Officer, Annabel Yong, 

Ella Stanford, Emma O’Toole and Emily Jackson. Hampton Gardens Dance team’s next 

performance is in assembly on the 19 December – this is a Christmas remix including 

some street dance! 

Fixtures 

Rugby – the team completed their final fixtures this half term with a loss against Longsands B team 25-5 and a win against 
Longsands A team 25-15. This was a great way to round off the season Mr Matthews was pleased with the boys’ efforts and 
excellent progress made considering this was a new sport for most of them. Well done boys!  
 

Football (boys) – the school fixtures will commence next term, however we have played a friendly match against TDA – the 
team had a fantastic win 14-0. Mr Leach was very impressed with the whole team performance. Everyone played their part in 
playing some very attractive football at times, with many members of the team playing in different positions throughout the 
game. Well done all! 
  
Netball - 26 students attend training each week, inter-form starts week beginning 8 and 15 

January at lunch times. The school league fixtures will commence next term however we 

have played two friendly matches and had two wins! Hampton Gardens 8-2 COPA and 

Hampton Gardens 10- 1 Jack Hunt. Congratulations to Emilia Mason and Maddy Glasgow 

for Manger’s player of the Matches and Lacey Lilley and Amelia Pestka-Buthelezi Players’ 

player of the matches.  

Hockey – the team competed in a tournament this term playing 3 matches and drawing 0-0 

in all of them! Congratulations to Charmaine Jones for excellent play in goal and Neve Vaus-

Lawson for her excellent leadership as captain. Unfortunately due to bad weather our final 

tournament was cancelled.   
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Cross Country – ALL Year 7 students competed in the inter-form cross country event at Hampton Gardens. Well done to A2 
1st place, B2 2nd place and A3 3rd place. The top 10 girls and 10 boys attended the Ferry Meadows School competitions on 1 
December, a very cold morning but fantastic effort from all students.  
 
Congratulations to Amy Paget 1st place and Lewis Wiles 2nd place. The following students also qualified for the next stage in 
January - Claudia Harlow, Edward Elkin and Archie Thompson!  

New Year … New Clubs! Start January 2018 – Feb ½ term 

Girls’ Football – The students’ first friendly match was postponed due to the snow.  The team were disappointed as they had 

been working hard in training. The re-match will take place at Hampton Gardens against COPA on Tuesday 16 January 3.45pm 

and the girls will play in a competitive tournament with Year 7 and 8 students in Peterborough on Thursday 18 January at Nene 

Park Academy 3.30-5.30pm. Good Luck girls! 
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TERM DATES 2017/2018 

 

Wednesday 3 January 2018 Staff Training Day 

Thursday 4 January 2018 Spring Term Opens 

Monday 12 to Friday 16 February 2018 Half term 

Thursday 29 March 2018 Spring Term Closes 

Monday 16 April 2018 Summer Term Opens 

Monday 7 May 2018 May Bank Holiday 

Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 2018 Half Term 

Friday 20 July 2018 1.00pm - Summer Term Closes  

Monday 23 July 2018 Staff Training Day 

Tuesday 24 July 2018 Staff Training Day 

January 2018   

Wednesday 3 January Staff Training Day 

Thursday 4 January Spring Term Opens 

February  2018   

Friday 9 February  Spring Grade Card Home 

Monday 12 February to Friday 16 February  Half Term 

Monday 19 February  Parents Evening (1) 

Wednesday 28 February Third instalment due for Condover Hall, Shropshire residential trip 

March 2018  

Wednesday 7 March Parents Evening (2) 

Tuesday 20 March Parents Evening (3) 

Wednesday 14 March Collapsed Day 2 

Friday 23 March Sport Relief Day 

Wednesday  28 March Parents Evening (4) 

Thursday 29 March Spring Term Closes 

Friday 30 March Second instalment due for Opal Coast, France residential trip 


