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Year 7 AUTUMN I 
 

AUTUMN II 
 

LATE AUTUMN II SPRING I SPRING II SUMMER I 
SUMMER II 

 
Baseline Assessment 

Key skills in Music 
DIAGNOSTIC UNIT  

Rhythm and Pulse 

 
CHRISTMAS 

SING 

BAROQUE MUSIC 
Keyboard Skills 

INSTRUMENTS OF 
THE ORCHESTRA 

Keyboard Skills 
Carnival of the Animals 

UKULELE PROJECT  
 

Title: 
To demonstrate knowledge, 
understanding and skills from 
KS2 

To understand rhythm and 
pulse 

Understanding the 
conventions of Christmas 
Music from the 1990s to the 
present day. 

To understand the characteristic 
of baroque music and basic 
Keyboard Skills 

To develop understanding of how an 
orchestra is made up and their 
various different instruments. 

To develop understanding of Programme music 
and Music from Romantic Era  

To learn how to play and understand 
conventions of a Ukulele in a folk and 
pop context 

Context: 

To demonstrate singing, rhythm 
and listening skills, visually and 
aurally recognise rhythm and 
demonstrate understanding of the 
Elements of Music. 

To learn and develop 
understanding of rhythm and 
pulse, create a rhythm using a 
variety of durations and perform 
to a steady pulse using untuned 
percussion instruments. 

 
To learn about and develop 
understanding of the Christmas 
songs and how songs are used 
within this context 

To learn about and develop 
understanding of baroque music, 
instruments and ornamentation 
while exploring keyboard skills.  

Learn about sections of the 
orchestra, individual instruments and 
sounds and how they fit together 
within a larger ensemble. 

To learn about the characteristics of Programme 
music and leitmotif through the elements of music. 
Students will learn about musical devices which they 
can use in order to create a piece that represents an 
idea or character. 

To learn how to play a Ukulele within a folk 
and pop context. To read basic rhythms and 
Pitches, Understand importance of hand 
position to play basic chords. Understand 
what a chord is and how chords fit together 

Assessment: 
 

Baseline listening tests, 
demonstrate vocal skills, one 
minute musical performance and 
creative music task based on 
given stimulus. 

.Listening for the pulse and 
checking time signatures, 
learning note values, creating a 
rhythm in pairs, setting the 
pulse and performing in sync. 

Students will sing/play as a 
whole class and in smaller 
groups and be teacher 
assessed 

To play a baroque piece as an 
ensemble, exploring composition 
through grounds bass and using 
ornamentation and decoration 

To play/handle instruments of the 
orchestra and play a classical piece 
as an ensemble using keyboards 
and other orchestral instruments 

To compose a piece of music representing an animal 
with focus on specific musical elements. Students 
will use music technology to create, manipulate and 
alter sounds. 

 Students will Perform a 3 chords song as 
part of an ensemble 

Element(s) Focus: 
Rhythm/ Tempo/ 
Duration/Structure 
Dynamics / Timbre 

Rhythm/ Tempo/  
 Duration 
Dynamics / Timbre 

Pitch/ tempo/  
Rhythm/ Structure 

Rhythm/ Tempo/  
Pitch / Duration/Textures 
Dynamics(Tiered) / Timbre 

Rhythm/ Tempo/  
Pitch / Duration 
Dynamics / Timbre 

Timbre,/Pitch/Rhythm,  
Tempo/Dynamics, Texture 

Rhythm/ Tempo/  
Pitch / Duration 
Dynamics / Timbre 

Skill(s) Focus: 

Listening/Performing/Aural Skills 
Composing/improvising, Basics of 
melody and pitch 
Tone, Semitone, Intervals, Vocal 
range, Voice type, Call and 
response, basic dynamics 
 

Listening skills, Composition 
Improvisation, Setting the Pulse 
Reading rhythmic notation, 
Time Signatures, Solo and 
Group performing skills 
 

Singing: solo / part singing skills 
Listening skills 
Composition skills 
Performing skills  
Group skills 

Listening skills 
Performing skills 
Composing skills 
Reading rhythm and Staff Notation – 
Pitch and notation, Treble and bass 
Clef, Notes on the stave, Piano 
technique, Notes on the keyboard 

Listening /Performing/ Composing 
skills 
Reading rhythm and Staff Notation – 
Treble/Bass Clef 
Keyboard Skills, bass clef, Notes on 
the stave, Sharps, flats and naturals, 
Piano technique, Notes on the 
keyboard 

Listening/Appraising, Composition, Improvisation, 
Basic Elements of music 
Tempo, Dynamics, Duration, Structure, Texture, 
Pitch, Timbre (instruments of the orchestra, Basic 
historical context of Romantic Music 
 

Listening skills 
Performing skills Instrumental skills 
Group skills 
Basic chords, Major, minor, Learning to 
perform a piece 
 

 

YEAR 8 AUTUMN I 
 
AUTUMN II 

 
LATE AUTUMN II SPRING I SPRING II SUMMER I  

SUMMER II 

 
 
FEELING 

 THE BLUES 

EXPLORING 
POPULAR SONGS 

 
CHRISTMAS 

SING 

HOOKS AND RIFFS  

 

SONGS FROM THE 
STAGE AFRICAN 

INDIAN 
(BOLLYWOOD) 

Video Game Music 
 

Title: 

Understanding the conventions 
of Blues Music, its historical 
background, development and 
influence on other musical 
genres 

Understanding the 
conventions of Rock/Pop 
Music from the 1990s to the 
present day. 

Understanding the 
conventions of Christmas 
Music from the 1990s to the 
present day. 

Understanding the conventions 
of song writing and devices used 
to make them catchy and 
memorable  

Understanding the history and 
development of  Musicals from the 
its ancient beginnings to present 
day 

Understanding the 
conventions of African 
singing and percussion 

Understanding the 
conventions of Indian 
music and how it has 
influenced some 
popular music in the UK  

Exploring the conventions of Global 
Computer and Video Game Music 

Context: 

To learn about the history and 
develop understanding of the 
‘BLUES genres and how musical 
characteristics are used within this 
context 

To learn about and develop 
understanding of  Rock/Pop 
songs and how songs are used 
within this context 

 
To learn about and develop 
understanding of Christmas 
songs and how songs are used 
within this context 

Learning how successful song lyrics 
are written and set to melody, 
harmony and chords 

To learn about the develop 
development of the ‘Musicals’ genre 
and how songs are used with in this 
context. understand the key features 
of Musicals singing 
Chorus/Solos/duets, etc 

Learning how music is 
used in African Culture 
both vocally and 
percussion in ceremonies 
and events 

Learning how music is 
used in Indian Culture in 
India and the UK. 

To learn about the history and development 
of Game music, understand the importance 
of music in game, its key features and how 
music is used effectively in computer and 
video games 

Assessment: 

To understand the conventions 
12 bar blues, improvisation, 
walking bass, call and response 

To learn to play a four chord 
progression on 
keyboards/Ukulele/Guitar and 
Perform a Medley of Songs 

Students will sing/play as a 
whole class and in smaller 
groups and be teacher 
assessed 

Write catchy and emotive lyrics 
following a typical pop structure 
using rhyme, hooks, melody and 
harmony. Perform, record and 
produce song. 

Perform an opening number as a 
whole class, in pairs and small 
groups using a variety of instruments 
and part singing  

Perform various African 
songs, demonstrate call 
and response vocally, 
percussion. polyrhythm/ 
syncopation/  

Perform, Improvise and 
compose using Indian 
TALA/ RAGA/s 

Analyse/Create/Perform a piece of music 
from a video game  

Element(s) Focus: 
Pitch/ tempo/  
Rhythm/ Structure 
Harmony/Texture 

Pitch/ tempo/ Rhythm/ Structure 
Syncopation, Harmony, Melody, 
 

Pitch/ tempo/  
Rhythm/ Structure 

Rhythm: syncopation and lyrics, 
harmony chords, Pitch: Melody 
Structure 

Pitch/ tempo/  
Rhythm/ Structure 

Pitch / Texture/ Rhythm/ 
Tempo: melody and close 
harmony 

Pitch / Rhythm  
Tempo/ Structure 

Tonality/ Rhythm/Tempo/ Pitch  
Dynamics/ Texture/Structure 

Skill(s) Focus: 

History and development, 
Features of Blues,12 bar Blues 
Structure, Walking bass, Triads, 
Chords naming I,IV,V, Melody, 
Improvisation, Composition, 

Solo /Part Singing skills 
Listening/Performing/Group 
skills, Key features and 
development of different genres 
of, Musical layers, Bassline, 
Melody, Chords 

Singing: solo / part singing skills 
Listening/Composition/ 
Performing skills/Group skills 

Listening skills, composing 
Performing ,Keyboard skills 
Ukulele/guitar skills, Conventions of 
Popular Music, Pop song structure, 
Middle 8, hook, Riff 

Singing: solo / part singing skills 
Listening/Performing/ Group skills, 
Musical layers, melody, bassline, 
harmony (chords) Structure- melody 
and accompaniment, Stave, 
treble/bass clef 

Singing ,Composition, 
Note lengths, Polyrhythms 
and cross rhythms, 
Syncopation, Rests, Pulse 
and Metre, Basic time 
signatures 

Listening/Composition/ 
Performing/improvisation  
Harmony and Tonality, 
Melody, Drone, Raga, 
Tala, Chaal, Pitch bend, 
Sharps and Flats, Scales 

Soundtrack, Sound Effect, Chiptune, 
Synthesizer, Sampling, Stereo/Mono, Cues, 
Character Motif/Theme, Orchestration, 
Timbre/Sonority, Texture, Pitch, Tempo, 
Dynamics, 8-Bit Game Tunes, Jumping 
Bass, Decision Motifs, Ground Themes.  
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YEAR 9 AUTUMN I 
 
AUTUMN II 

 
LATE AUTUMN II SPRING I SPRING II SUMMER I 

SUMMER II 

 

 
ROCK/POP BAND 

INSTRUMENTS 
SKILLS 

IN AT THE DEEP 
END 

 
CHRISTMAS 

SING 
RAP/HIP HOP MUSIC 

DANCE MUSIC 
FUSION 

SOUNDTRACKS  

 
 
SOLO  PERFORMANCE – 
CONCERT PROGRAMME 

Title: 
Understanding how pop 
musicians learn instrumental 
skills 

Demonstrate  knowledge and 
understanding of instrumental 
and rehearsal skills in 
developing ensemble piece 

Understanding the 
conventions of Christmas 
Music from the 1990s to the 
present day. 

Understanding the conventions of 
Rap music 

Understanding how music 
technology is used in creating 
contemporary music 

Understanding the conventions of Film 
music 

 
Understanding  the conventions 
of Rock and Roll music 

Context: 

Learning how pop musicians learn 
rehearse and develop basic skills 
on all bad instruments building 
towards an ensemble 
performance of a well-known 
pop/rock band song. 
 

Continue to develop band 
instrumental skills and develop 
rehearsal technique and 
ensemble skills through learning 
own/chosen song students enjoy 
listening to outside of school 

 
To learn about and develop 
understanding of the 
Christmas songs and how 
songs are used within this 
context 

 
Learning how rap music uses bass lines 
and chordal accompaniment, single 
time and double time rapping and 
rhyme/slang. 
 
 

Learning that the key characteristics of 
Club Dance Music are a 4 to the floor 
drum beat, simple harmonies, repetitive 
riffs and melodies. Learning how music 
technology is used to create 
contemporary forms of music such as 
remixes and fusion of different styles 
and genres  

Learning about and understanding how 
music is used to enhance the visual images 
and dramatic impact of films. 
 

 
Learning to choose repertoire 
appropriate for students’ individual 
abilities and exploring rehearsal 
techniques necessary to prepare for 
a live concert performance  

ASSESSMENT: 
Learning to create a pop song 
using pop song structure, primary 
chords and bass hooks/riffs 

Perform as an ensemble at least 
one song chosen and rehearsed 
as a group ensuring all parts fit 
together and there;s a balance of 
instruments. 

Students will sing/play as a 
whole class and in smaller 
groups and be teacher 
assessed 

Learning to perform in a rap style, 
create rap lyrics and perform using 
stylistic techniques – single time and 
double time.  
 
 
 
 

Demonstrate understanding of musical 
structures through composing a piece 
of dance music fusing together music of 
different cultures, traditions and  genres  

Learning how film music uses: sound 
effects, synchronous sounds, background 
mood music and melodic motifs to enhance 
the representation of a character or 
situation 
 

Learning to choose and prepare an 
interesting and varied repertoire, 
creating an engaging concert 
Programme and performing chosen 
pieces to an audience. 

Element(s) Focus: 

Pitch/rhythm:  
Harmony 
Structure 
Tempo 
Timbre 
Melody 
 
 

Pitch/ tempo/  
Rhythm/ Structure 
Harmony 
Timbre 
Melody 

Pitch/ tempo/ 
Melody 
Harmony 
Rhythm/ Structure 

 
Pitch:  creating bass line and melodies 
as a backing track 
Structure 
Harmony 
Rhythm 

Tempo: conventions in tempo for dance 
music 
Texture: layers of percussion and 
synthesised sounds, vocals and 
samples 
Rhythm, Pitch, Timbre 

Timbre: learning how specific timbres can 
be manipulated to create expressive impact 
Pitch/tempo/rhythm/structure/ 
texture 
 
 

Pitch/rhythm: Hooks and Riffs 
 
Listening: taking inspiration from 
existing pieces of music/ songs 

Skill(s) Focus: 

Performance: group performances 
of an original song, Performance 
and rehearsal skills,  
Timbre- band instruments, Pop 
song structure, Drum fills, Riffs, 
repetition,  
 

Singing: solo / part singing skills 
Listening skills 
Performing skills Group skills 
Rehearsal technique, 
Amplification, Electronic and pop 
instruments 
Lead/backing vocals, Solo 
Pop structure 
, Drum fills, Riffs, repetition,  
 

Singing: solo / part singing 
skills 
Listening skills 
Composition skills 
Performing skills  
Group skills 

Listening, Composing 
Performance: group and solo 
performances , history and 
development of rap, single time/double 
time rap, Ostinati, Quantizing, 
Synthesiser, drum machine, 
Multitracking, Effects, Mid,  
 

Performance: creating and performing a 
dance-style track. Structure: Binary, 
Ternary, Rondo, Theme and variations, 
Strophic, Quantizing, Synthesiser, 
Drum machine, Multitracking, Loops 
Listening /Composing skills  
ICT skills 
Effects, Midi, etc 
 
 

Composition: learning to combine 
expressive motifs with other patterns of 
sounds to create a section of music with an 
identifiable mood or character. 
Listening skills, Group skills/ICT skills, 
Compositional devices, Micky Mousing, Hit 
points, Leitmotif, Ostinato, loop, riff, 
Orchestral instruments, Texture, Dynamics 
 
 

Rehearsal techniques, evaluation 
of progress, performance 
directions, musical expression, 
Performance techniques and 
routine, Warms up, Scales, 
Rehearsal techniques, Texture, 
melody and accompaniment and 
solo, Recap of pitch notations 
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Curriculum Intent: 

 
 
 

 

 

 To play and perform confidently in a range of solo and 
ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments 
musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression 

 

 To improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical 
ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, 
genres and traditions 

 

 

 use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and 
accurately in a range of musical styles, genres and traditions 
 

 identify and use the inter-related dimensions of music 
expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use 
of tonalities, different types of scales and other musical 
devices 

 

 

 
 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music 
from great composers and musicians 

 
 

 develop a deepening understanding of the music that they 
perform and to which they listen, and its history. 

 


