
Step AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding

AO2a: Change and 
continuity / significance

AO2b: Cause and 
Consequence

AO3: Evidence
(sources)

AO4: Interpretation AO5: SPaG

Developing

 I know some things 
about the past but 
cannot put them in 
the order they 
happened. 

• I can describe simple
points about the past but 
cannot always identify the 
differences or similarities.

 I can give some 
general reasons for 
why something 
happened in History.

 I can use sources to pick 
out simple information 
about the past.

 I can give my own opinion 
about a figure or event 
from the past.

 I can use simple statements 
to say what I think.
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 I can talk about the 
period that I have 
studied (Normans, 
Tudors) and can put 
events in the correct 
order. 

 I begin to give some 
details. 

• I can identify simple 
difference about how life 
has changed or stayed the 
same at different times

• I can  begin to describe 1 
change or similarity by 
comparing life at different 
times.

 I can identify at least 
one cause /reason or 
consequence for an 
historical event.

 I can begin to 
describe at least one 
cause or 
consequence.

 I can state the nature, 
origin and purpose of 
the source.

 I can begin to describe
what sources say/show 
to work out what they 
mean/suggest.

 I can identify different 
ways the past has been 
shown.

 I can state if an 
interpretation is good or 
bad.

 I can pick out differences 
between interpretations.

 I can use everyday language
 I have used no overall 

structure so my writing isn’t 
clear or focused.

 I have made frequent SPaG
errors and it is written in an 
unstructured way which 
means my understanding 
isn’t  shown. 

 I may not use the past and 
present tense correctly.
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 I can write a narrative 
of events in the past 
and I use some 
details. 

 I can describe 2 changes 
or similarities by 
comparing life at different 
times.

 I can begin to talk about 
how big or how quickly 
change happened.

 I can describe the 
relationship between 
at least 2 causes or 
consequences.

 I can begin to put 
causes in to 
categories and talk 
about simple 
consequences of 
events. 

 I can explain simple 
consequences and 
link them to events.

 I can describe what 
sources say and what 
they mean/suggest.

 I can begin to describe 
how the nature, origin 
and purpose of sources 
affects how useful and 
reliable they are.

 I can check how truthful
some of the content in 
sources is using some 
own (contextual)
knowledge. 

 I can give some own 
knowledge related to the 
interpretations. 

 I can recognise that 
historians have different 
opinions and 
interpretations of events 
and people.

 I can describe
interpretations by giving 
examples or quoting from 
them. 

 I can make simple 
comments on the 
interpretations using 
some own knowledge.

 I have made some SPaG
errors and parts of my 
answers are unstructured.  

 I can use historical key 
terms.

 I can use past tense 
correctly.
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 I can write a 
descriptive narrative 
of events in the past 
and attempt to use 
specific facts to 
support my points 
but sometimes they 
are not relevant.

 I can talk about how big or 
how quickly change 
happened.

 I can recognise that 
groups of people can see 
change as more or less 
important than others. 

 I can sort causes/
consequences into 
categories and 
describe how they 
relate to each other.

 I can describe how the 
nature, origin and 
purpose of sources 
affects how useful and 
reliable they are.

 I can describe which is the 
‘best’ interpretation 
based on the nature of 
the interpretation.

 I can describe that some 
interpretations are 
different because of their 
purpose.

 My answers have some 
structure but not 
throughout or points are 
ordered in a confusing way 
so it loses focus.

 I have made some SPaG
errors which  means my
meaning can become 
unclear.

How can I make progress in History at Hampton Gardens Academy? 



Step AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding

AO2a: Change and continuity / 
significance

AO2b: Cause and Consequence AO3: Evidence (sources) AO4: Interpretation AO5: SPaG
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 I can use knowledge 
so that it gives more
detail and supports 
my answer rather 
than just adding it 
on.

 I give clear examples 
to support my 
points.

 I can explain several 
changes/similarities 
by comparing life at 
different times in 
detail.

 I can explain how 
the pace or extent 
of change can be 
different across 
different periods 
and across time.

 I can explain why 
something happened in 
history by linking groups 
of causes/ 
consequences together. 

 I can explain several 
causes/consequences 
and group them to sum 
up their overall effect in 
detail. 

 I can describe if the 
content of the source is 
accurate/inaccurate 
information in the sources 
using own knowledge .

 I can explain how the 
nature, origin and purpose 
of source affects how 
useful and reliable they 
are.

 I can understand that an 
unreliable source can still 
be useful to an historian. 

 I can use some own knowledge to 
say how valid interpretations are 
(how accurate, broad or objective)

 I can explain that some historians 
have different interpretations of 
the past because they have used 
different sources to build a picture 
of the past.

 I can give a simple explanation of 
why an interpretation was 
constructed with reference to 
purpose, viewpoint and source 
selection.

 I can begin to assess which 
interpretations are more valid than 
others based on their purpose, 
viewpoint and source selection.

 I use historical key 
terms accurately.

 My points are made 
in paragraphs but in 
those paragraphs not 
all points are well 
structured or 
focused on the 
question.

 I make some SPaG
errors but the 
meaning is still clear.
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 I use detailed 
examples to support 
my explanation.

 I am beginning to 
select the most 
relevant knowledge 
to support my 
points.

 I can explain the
significance of changes is 
different depending on 
the perspective.

 I can compare which 
changes are more 
important.

 I can explain that there 
are different types of 
change and continuity 
across the periods e.g. 
religious, economic and 
political. 

 I can weigh up the impact 
of changes on life, beliefs 
or ideas and judge their 
overall effect .

 I can explain in detail why 
events happened by linking 
groups of causes together.

 I can construct an 
argument about why and 
how event has happened.

 I can explain that 
something may have more 
than one  cause/ 
consequence.

 I can explain that there can 
be conflicting 
consequences. 

 I can explain inferences 
from sources and 
support it with evidence 
from the source.

 I can assess if the 
content of the sources 
is accurate or inaccurate 
using own knowledge. 

 I can explain how the 
sources NOP can make 
it reliable and limited

 I can understand that an 
unreliable source can
still be useful to an 
historian. 

 I can describe interpretations in 
detail to compare how they get 
their views across.

 I  can use detailed own knowledge 
to describe how valid 
interpretations are (how accurate, 
broad or objective).

 I can weigh up which 
interpretations are better than 
others.

 I can explain why an interpretation 
was constructed with reference to 
purpose, viewpoint and source 
selection.

 I can assess which interpretations 
are more valid than others based on 
their purpose, viewpoint and source 
selection.

 I can use a range of 
historical key terms 
accurately.

 My answer is organised 
in well-structured PEEL
paragraphs which 
mostly focus on the 
question (may be less 
clear or focused in a 
few places) .

 I make a few SPaG
errors which don’t 
affect the meaning.

6

 I can write a narrative 
account of the past which 
has good analysis of the 
key events.

 I use detailed examples to 
support my explanation.

 I am select the most 
relevant knowledge to 
support my points.

 I am linking my knowledge 
together. 

 I am starting to be able to 
analyse whether events are 
typical of a time period or 
not using my detailed 
knowledge. 

 I can explains and groups 
changes/similarities in 
detail by comparing life at 
different times for 
different people.

 I can assess the impact of 
change on life, beliefs or 
ideas to say why some 
changes were more 
important than others 

 I can start to use some 
knowledge of the periods 
to support an argument 
about change, continuity 
or significance.

 I can explain and group 
causes/consequences and their 
effects in detail. 

 I can judge which 
cause/consequences are most 
important and explain why. 

 I can attempt to show a line of 
argument throughout my 
explanation  of the cause/ 
consequence of an event/ 
factor. 

 I can explain inferences from 
sources using details from what 
they say/show and detailed own 
knowledge. I can then support 
the inference with evidence from 
the source.

 I can evaluate if the source  has 
accurate and inaccurate 
information using own 
knowledge. 

 I can evaluate and  explain how
the sources NOP can make it 
reliable and limited

 I can select effective evidence 
from several sources to assess 
and use in a particular historical 
enquiry.

 I can explain interpretations in detail 
and  compare their  views.

 I can explain how interpretations get 
their views across and give some 
reasons why their views might be 
different .

 I can use detailed own knowledge to 
explain how valid interpretations are 
(how accurate, broad or objective)

 I can judge which representations are 
better than others and explain why.

 I can attempt to use my own 
knowledge of the way history is 
written to give a more balanced view 
of the validity of the interpretations. 

 I can use a wide range 
of historical key terms 
accurately.

 My answer is 
organised in PEEL 
paragraphs which 
relate to the overall 
argument and 
question.

 I make a few SPaG
errors which don’t 
affect the meaning



Step AO1: Knowledge and understanding AO1: Change and continuity / 
significance

AO2: Cause and 
Consequence

AO3: Evidence AO4: Interpretation AO5: SPaG
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 I can write a narrative account of 
the past which has good analysis of
the key events.

 I use specific and detailed examples 
to support my explanation.

 I am able to  select the most 
relevant knowledge to support my 
points.

 I am linking my knowledge 
together. 

 I am starting to be able to analyse 
whether events are typical of a time 
period or not using my detailed 
knowledge. 

 I can explains and group 
changes/similarities in detail by 
comparing life at different times for 
different people

 I can judge which changes had the 
biggest impact on life, beliefs or 
ideas. 

 I can explain why some aspects 
change whilst others stayed the 
same. 

 I can link together changes in 
different factors to explain how 
they work together and to 
construct a simple argument about 
why some changes are significant. 

 I can explain and supports
judgements on why some 
causes/consequences are 
more important than 
others.

 I can explain and group 
causes/consequences and 
their effects in detail. 

 I can show a line of 
argument throughout my 
explanation  of the cause/ 
consequence of an event/ 
factor. 

 I can explain inferences from sources 
using details from what they say/show 
and detailed own knowledge. I can then 
support the inference with evidence 
from the source.

 I can judge how accurate the content of 
the source is using detailed own 
knowledge to evaluate the source 
content.

 I can explain how the NOP of the source 
can make it’s usefulness and  reliability 
and explain how this influences the 
content of the source.

 I can evaluate sources and select the 
most useful evidence from several 
sources to use to answer historical 
enquiries.

 I can explain interpretations in detail 
and  compare their  views.

 I can explain how interpretations get 
their views across and give some 
reasons why their views might be 
different .

 I can use detailed own knowledge to 
explain how valid interpretations are 
(how accurate, broad or objective)

 I can judge which representations are 
better than others and explain why.

 I can use my own knowledge of the 
way history is written to give a more 
balanced view of the validity of the 
interpretations. 

 I can use a wide range of 
specific historical key 
terms accurately

 My answer is organised in 
well-structured PEEL
paragraphs which focus on 
different areas of the 
answer (political, 
economic and 
social/events/people) 
which can be ordered to 
make the argument 
clearer.  

 I have only made a few 
SPaG errors 
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• I can write analytical account of the
past which is analytical throughout 
and shows a clear understanding of 
the relevant historical concepts.

• I am able to explain how debates 
and questions fit in to the wider 
context of the period being studied. 

 I use specific and detailed examples 
to support my explanation.

 I select the most relevant 
knowledge to support my points.

 I am linking my knowledge 
together. 

 I am able to analyse whether events 
are typical of a time period or not 
using my detailed knowledge. 

 I can  construct and organise an
explanation of change and 
continuity considering the 
pace, extent and direction of 
change. 

 I can explain why different 
events are seen as historically 
significant and explain why this 
may change over time. 

 I can explain and group
changes/similarities in detail by 
comparing life at different 
times for different people.

 I can judge the importance of 
changes by measuring how big 
an impact the had on different 
people at different times.

 I can explain why some aspects 
change whilst others stayed 
the same

 I can use links to prove 
why some causes and 
consequences are more 
important than others.

 I can explain and group 
causes/consequences and 
their effects in detail. 

 I evaluate a line of 
argument throughout my 
explanation  of the cause/ 
consequence of an event/ 
factor. 

 I can create an analytical 
causal argument which is 
clearly directed at the 
question, using precisely 
selected knowledge.

 I can explain that causes/ 
consequences differ 
depending on the 
perspective. 

 I can explain inferences from 
sources using details from what 
they say/show and detailed own 
knowledge. I can then support the
inference with evidence from the
source.

 I can judge how accurate the 
content of a source is using detailed 
own knowledge to evaluate it. 

 I can explain the impact of the NOP 
on the accuracy of the content of 
the source.

 I can evaluate and select the most 
useful evidence from a wide range 
of sources to use them to evaluate
and justify a line of argument to 
answer an historical enquiry.

 I can analyse different interpretations 
by evaluating the evidence used by the 
historians.

 I can analyse different interpretations 
by evaluating the methods used by the 
historians to convey their view (e.g. 
words, tone).

 I can explain the reasons for the 
similarities and differences in the views 
of interpretations in light of the values 
and context of the time in which they 
were made.

 I can use detailed own knowledge to 
explain how valid the evidence used in 
the interpretations are (how accurate, 
broad or objective).

 I can judge which interpretations are 
best and use a clear criteria to make 
the judgement.

 I can evaluate the view of an 
interpretation from a range of 
interpretations to use it to evaluate
and justify a line of argument to 
answer an historical enquiry.

 I use a wide range of 
specific Historical key 
terms accurately

 My points are made in 
clear well-structured 
PEEL paragraphs on 
different areas of the 
answer (political, 
economic and 
social/events/people) 
and which are ordered 
in a way which helps 
the argument flow.

• I have accurate SPaG
with one or two errors. 
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• I can write a detailed analytical 
account of the past which is 
analytical throughout and shows 
exceptional understanding of the 
relevant historical concepts.

• I am able to explain in detail how 
debates and questions fit in to the 
wider context of the period being 
studied. 

 I use specific and detailed examples 
to support my explanation.

 I select the most relevant 
knowledge to support my points.

 I am linking my knowledge 
together. 

 I analyse whether events are typical 
of a time period or not using my 
detailed knowledge.

 I can explain and groups 
changes/similarities in detail by 
comparing life at different 
times for different people.

 I can judge the importance of 
changes by measuring how big 
an impact they had on 
different people at different 
times.

 I can makes synoptic links to 
other periods and places to 
explain why some aspects of 
life  change whilst others stay 
the same by looking for 
historical patterns.

 I can explain and group 
causes/consequences and their 
effects in detail. 

 I evaluate a line of argument 
throughout my explanation  of 
the cause/ consequence of an 
event/ factor. 

 I can explain that causes/ 
consequences differ depending 
on the perspective. 

 I can use counterfactual 
arguments to explain and 
support links which prove why 
some causes and consequences 
are more important than others

 I can use relevant contextual knowledge to 
evaluate the usefulness of a source by using the 
context to evaluate the NOP and content of the 
source.

 I can evaluate sources within their historical 
context to explain what evidence they can 
provide for historical enquiries.

 I can explain inferences from sources using 
details from what they say/show and detailed 
own knowledge. I can then support the
inference with evidence from the source.

 I can judge how accurate the content of a 
source is using detailed own knowledge to 
evaluate it. 

 I can explain the impact of the NOP on the 
accuracy of the content of the source.

 I can evaluate and select the most useful 
evidence from a wide range of sources to use 
them to evaluate and justify a line of argument 
to answer an historical enquiry.

• I can explain and show a developed understanding of 
the nature of the historical debate and how this has 
changed over time.

 I can analyse different interpretations by evaluating the 
evidence used by the historians.

 I can analyse different interpretations by evaluating the 
methods used by the historians to convey their view 
(e.g. words, tone).

 I can explain the reasons for the similarities and 
differences in the views of interpretations in light of 
the values and context of the time in which they were 
made.

 I can use detailed own knowledge to explain how valid 
the evidence used in the interpretations are (how 
accurate, broad or objective).

 I can judge which interpretations are best and use a 
clear criteria to make the judgement.

 I can evaluate the view of an interpretation from a 
range of interpretations to use it to evaluate and justify 
a line of argument to answer an historical enquiry.

 I use a wide range of 
specific historical key 
terms accurately.

 My points are made in 
clear well-structured PEEL 
paragraphs on different 
areas of the answer 
(political, economic and 
social/events/people) and 
which are ordered to help 
analysis to show links or 
comparisons between 
points. 

 I have accurate SPaG
throughout.


