
How Can I Help My Child in Geography? 

The Geography department recommends that all students should attempt to watch the news 

and keep up with current affairs to help deepen their understanding of global issues.  This 

can be done by watching the news on television or using websites such as the BBC News 

website: www.bbc.co.uk/news.  Developments in technology have made this even easier as 

there are now applications available for download that keep you updated with the latest 

events. 

Key Stage 3 

The main textbooks used at KS3 are Geog.1, Geog.2, and Geog.3 textbooks.  If you wish to 

buy a revision guide for your child, please check that it contains the relevant topics he or she 

has studied that year.  For more information, please contact your son or daughter’s 

Geography teacher. 

Homework in Geography 

Students will be set homework each week, the details of which will be posted on Bromcom 

where useful resources will also be uploaded. 

At KS3, students are expected to spend at least 30 minutes on a piece of homework each 

week. 

High Prior Attainers in Geography 

  Below are the likely characteristics of students who are particularly gifted in Geography: 

 They understand concepts clearly and can apply this understanding to new situations in 

order to make interpretations.  

 They develop hypotheses, reach conclusions and explore solutions.  They understand 

geographical ideas and theories and apply them to real situations. 

 They communicate effectively using both the written and spoken word.  They communicate 

knowledge, ideas and understanding in ways that are appropriate to the task and audience 

(for example, writing formal letters and reports, producing brochures representing groups). 

 They learn subject-specific vocabulary, use it accurately and can define words. 

 They reason, argue and think logically, showing an ability to manipulate abstract symbols 

and recognise patterns and sequences.  They use and apply mathematical principles (such 

as area, shape, spatial distribution) and formulae (such as Spearman's rank correlation 

coefficient) to solve geographical tasks and problems. 

 They identify their own geographical questions and establish sequences of investigation. 

 They understand, and can explain, complex processes and interrelationships (for example, 

within and between physical and human environments). 

 They enjoy using graphs, charts, maps, diagrams and other visual methods to present 

information.  They transform relief shown by contour lines into three-dimensional models in 

their minds. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news


 They are competent and confident in using the wide range of visual resources required in 

geography, such as aerial photographs, satellite images, maps of different types and scales, 

GIS systems and so on. 

 They are confident and contribute effectively when taking part in less formal teaching 

situations.  They take part readily in role-play situations or simulations and enjoy contributing 

to outdoor fieldwork. 

 They relate well to other people, showing an ability to lead, manage and influence others, 

appreciating and understanding others' views, attitudes and feelings. 

 They are willing to share their knowledge and understanding, and steer discussion. 

 They have a more highly developed value system than most pupils of their age.  They have 

well-considered opinions on issues such as the environment and the inequalities of life in 

different places. They have good knowledge of where places are in the world and of topical 

issues. 

 They are able to transfer knowledge from one subject to another. They transfer their 

knowledge of physics, for example, to understanding climate.  Or they transfer knowledge of 

the industrial revolution from history to help explain the location of industry in the UK. 

 They are able to be creative and original in their thinking, frequently going beyond the 

obvious solution to a problem.  For example, if faced with the problem of storm pipes being 

unable to cope with sudden storm surges in an area, they might suggest taking measures 

like afforestation to reduce storm surges, rather than proposing technical improvements to 

the pipe system.  If faced with the problem of congested roads, they might suggest taxing 

cars more heavily, improving public transport or changing land use patterns, rather than 

building bigger roads. 

  

KS3 Provision for HPA Students 
We have a programme of external speakers and visitors that engage with our students in all 

key stages. We also arrange a variety of fieldwork experiences. These range from working in 

the school grounds, day visits to, for example the residential visits to support KS3 work. The 

enquiry learning approach in our lessons focuses on developing higher order thinking skills. 

This approach also aims to promote independent learning. Our home learning guides offer a 

range of tasks, which are designed to offer challenge to all students, including those of a 

higher ability.  

In class, we use a combination of learning methods and resources to offer lessons where the 

most able students should always have the opportunity to extend their knowledge and to 

explore and evaluate more ideas - verbally and on paper. We also consistently use Steps 

and Personal learning Check Lists to communicate with students where they need to be 

aiming. Written homework tasks can be attempted by all but specifically offer the most able 

the opportunity to write more extensively and in more depth. The marking feedback that 

follows has also become a key aspect of offering advice on how to develop responses and to 

produce the highest-level answers. In addition, teachers are increasingly giving specific, 

page-referenced advice on exactly WHAT stronger students can read to develop the range 

and depth of their knowledge, rather than merely advising "further reading". 

 

 


