
Year 7 Assessment Planner and Advice  

for Parents and Students 

2019 – 2020 

“Parental engagement is a powerful  lever for raising 

achievement in schools. Where parents and teachers 

work together to improve learning, the gains in 

achievement are significant.”   

(Department for Education) 



“What can we do to help?” 
We are delighted that parents want to help their students prepare for assessments and tests. It is important to note that 

revision is not the only way that you can support your student in succeeding at school. Children ages 6 to 13 need about 9 

to 11 hours of sleep. (According to the National Sleep Foundation.) Research shows that sleep regulates mood and is related 

to learning and memory functions. Another way in which parents can support their child is by encouraging them to make 

healthy lifestyle choices.  It is important that all students get into good revision habits from the start. They should focus on 

doing a little and often and always try to make it active.  

Here are some active revision tips you could try with your students: 

Revise spellings and key words: 

Revising spellings and key words 

with them makes a big differ-

ence.  Make sure they know 

what they mean. Get your stu-

dent to tell you what words they 

are using a lot in each subject. 

Flash cards. Create a flash 

cards using the information 

in your student’s exercise 

books and test them on key 

knowledge such as dates, 

names and word meanings. 

Mind mapping / information posters 

Are a great way to get your student to 

review topics. The students should use 

their exercise books and condense 

down their notes (please see example 

on how to mind map on the next page).  

Once the student has completed the 

mind map they can either put up on 

their wall or see if they can draw it again 

from memory.  

Talk to them:  The best way to get 

your students to revise, (without them 

even knowing) is to ask them what 

they are learning and ask them to 

explain it to you.  

Concept webs: Take a 

piece of plain paper and  

create a  circle of key 

words, phrases, dates/ 

terms. Then the student 

draws on and labels as 

many links as possible cre-

ating something that looks 

like a web of ideas. 
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Concept Web: 1066 

Edward The Confessor 

Harald Hardrada William Duke of Normandy 

Oath/ promised 

Harold Godwinson 

Tostig 

Senlac Hill 

The Witan 

Stanford Bridge 

Hint: Think about Luck, Preparations and Leader-

ship 

Local support 



ACHIEVEMENT SUPPORT 

What will we cover this year? 

Achievement Support is a department at Hampton Gardens who predominantly support the needs of students with an SEN need. In Year 7 they 

also support those students who did not make their age related expectations in Key Stage 2. Achievement Support is made up of 7 purpose 

built rooms on the top floor of the school’s building, featuring a hygiene suite, sensory room, intervention room, classroom, breakout room, 

multi-agency room and an office. These are accessible to pupils during social times as well as lesson times. We have a team of 11 staff: the SEN-

Co, one Teaching Assistant Level 3, three Teaching Assistant Level 2s who mainly run interventions and eight Teaching Assistant Level 1s who 

predominantly work with students with Education, Health and Care Plans in main body lessons. The SENCo endeavours to ensure that students 

are reaching their full potential both academically and emotionally, through quality assuring quality first teaching, directing the Teaching Assis-

tant Team and liaising with external services that could offer additional support to your child. 

 What will school be doing? What can I do to help?  

Sep-

Oct 

Achievement Support will be collating Primary school SEN infor-

mation, Key Stage 2 SATs data and initial concerns from teaching 

staff to identify students with a potential SEN need / implement 

appropriate provisions for those students who already have an 

existing SEN need. We will also conduct baseline assessments, 

whole-school reading screeners, observations and book looks in 

those first few weeks. If we feel your child will benefit from inter-

vention. We will contact you and invite you to our Provision Even-

ing on Thursday 18th October. 

Inform the SENCo if you do not feel you child is accessing the right 
type of / level of provision by emailing sen@hamptongardens.org.uk 

Support your child if they are worried about having a reading test. 

Promote the importance of intervention through providing additional 
opportunities for learning in the household. 

Discuss lunch / afterschool clubs with your child. 

Hand in any Pupil Passports that have been completed over the Sum-
mer holidays. 

Attend the Provision Evening on Thursday 26th September, if invited. 

Nov

-Dec 

Achievement Support will be preparing to review how students 

with a SEN need have progressed during the first school term and 

managed the transition from Primary to Secondary school. There 

may be some assessments to ascertain whether intervention has 

been having an impact for certain students. You will invited to the 

December SEN Review evening to support with setting new goals 

for your child to achieve the following term. 

Attend SEN Review Evening on Thursday 5th December. 

Complete Parent Voice survey. 

Contribute setting outcomes for your child. 

Help us update Pupil Passports, if necessary. 

 

Jan-

Feb 

Achievement Support will be quality assuring the impact quality 

first teaching is having on students with an SEN need. The SENCo 

will be conducting observations, book looks and analysing pro-

gress data to ensure your child is achieving their full potential in 

main body lessons. Your child may also be accessing an interven-

tion that was decided during the December SEN Review evening - 

the impact of this will be tracked via a Provision Map. 

Inform the SENCo if you do not feel you child is accessing the appro-
priate type of / level of provision by emailing 
sen@hamptongardens.org.uk 

Recommend appropriate lunch / afterschool clubs. 

Promote the importance of intervention through providing additional 
opportunities for learning in the household. 

Continue to encourage your child to read for pleasure. 

Mar Achievement Support will be preparing to review how students 

with an SEN need have progressed during the first school term 

and managed the transition from Primary to Secondary school. 

There may be some assessments to ascertain whether interven-

tion has been having an impact for certain students. You will be 

invited to the March SEN Review evening to support with setting 

new goals for your child to achieve the following term. 

Attend SEN Review Evening on Thursday 2nd April. 

Complete Parent Voice survey. 

Contribute setting outcomes for your child. 

Help us update Pupil Passports, if necessary. 

Apr-

May 

Achievement Support will be quality assuring the impact quality 

first teaching is having on students with an SEN need. The SENCo 

will be conducting observations, book looks and analysing pro-

gress data to ensure your child is achieving their full potential in 

main body lessons. Your child may also be accessing an interven-

tion that was decided during the March SEN Review evening - the 

impact of this will be tracked via a Provision Map. 

Inform the SENCo if you do not feel you child is accessing the appro-
priate type of / level of provision by emailing 
sen@hamptongardens.org.uk 

Recommend appropriate lunch / afterschool clubs. 

Promote the importance of intervention through providing additional 
opportunities for learning in the household. 

Continue to encourage your child to read for pleasure. 

Jun-

Jul 

There will be a final SEN Review in June where we will review your 

child’s year and also discuss possible support for the following  

school year including setting outcomes for the summer holidays. 

Attend SEN Review Evening on Thursday 9th July 2019. 

Complete Parent Voice survey. 

Contribute setting outcomes for your child for the summer and start 
of Year 8. 

Help us update Pupil Passports, if necessary. 

Support your child during the summer holidays with reading, writing 
and social skills development. 



What will we cover this year? 

Students in Year 7 will look at the broad theme of ‘The World Around Us’. Within this topic, students will have the opportunity to 
learn about a range of artists and art works, as well as interact with a variety of materials, processes and techniques.  

The course content is divided to fall within the three school terms:  

 Term 1 is focused on a ‘Superbug’ project. Within this project students will learn about the importance of insects in our eco-
system, with particular focus on bees. Alongside the exploration of famous artists who deal with bugs, students will explore 
the basic elements, focusing on understanding and practicing these key terms through the process of drawing initially. In re-
sponse, pupils will design and create a 3-dimensional superbug.  

 In term 2, students will encounter the topic of ‘Landscape’. Within this project students will study the work of famous artists 
who deal with rural and urban landscapes. Pupils will record landscape with a variety of materials, processes and techniques, 
leading on the production of a group final piece.  

 Term 3 is a ‘Potty about Natural Forms’ project. The students will record natural forms in a variety of 2D methods, leading on 
to the design of a 3D clay pencil pot which incorporates elements of the students’ favourite natural forms.  

Subject: Art and Design 

Date: Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

September—October 

Superbug project: 

 7 Basic Elements 

 Drawing, using the 7 elements 

 Artist analysis 

Practical responses 

Written evaluations 

Encourage and support your child in their personal development 
of visual artistic skill and expression.  

 

Encourage your child to record (photograph and draw) images 
relevant to current projects.  

 

Encourage your child to utilise literacy map worksheets to assist 
with literacy development in Art.  

 

Encourage your child to attend extra-curricular Art clubs, if your 
child requires assistance with homework, catching up or for fur-
ther enjoyment.  

 

If there is ever a concern, please contact the teacher directly so 
that they can discuss the issues with you. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

November—December 

Superbug project: 

 Designing a superbug 

 Making a 3-dimensional superbug 

Written research 

Practical experiments 

January—February  

Landscape project: 

 Artist analysis 

 Drawing rural landscape  

 

Practical final piece 

Written evaluation 

February—April 

Landscape project: 

 Artist analysis 

 Collaging urban landscapes 

Written research 

Practical experiments 

April—May  

Natural Form Project 

 Artist analysis 

 Drawing natural forms  

 Polytile printmaking  

Practical planning 

Written annotation 

May—July  

Natural Form Project 

 Artist analysis 

 Drawing natural forms  

 3D pot design and creation  

Practical final piece 

Written evaluation 



Subject: Art and Design cont. 

Apr-May 

Architecture: the East meets Hampton. Compar-

ing traditional Eastern and British architecture/

Written research 

Practical experi-

ments 

Encourage your child to draw the buildings that they can see from outside 

their window. Look at how these buildings compare with traditional Eastern 

architectural buildings—How are they similar? How are they different? 

May-Jun 

Architecture: the East meets Hampton. Experi-

menting with 3D materials and techniques to  

gain insight into  sculpture  and construction. 

Practical planning 

Written annota-

tion 

If your household does not use the internet, encourage your child to attend 

Art Club on either a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday lunch time, in order 

for them to conduct their research into finding Eastern patterns for their 

own 3D final architectural piece. 

July 

Architecture: The East meets Hampton. Se-

lecting preferred and meaningful patterns and 

techniques to create an architectural piece for  

the school. 

Practical final 

piece 

Written evalua-

tion 

The homework for the next project will also be set for over the Summer 

holidays— drawing their own self portraits.    



Subject: Computing and ICT 

What will we cover this year?  

Over the course of the year, students will learn a combination of ICT and computing concepts starting with ICT 

skills for learning, the students will learn about the hardware inside the computer and devices that can be used 

to make the computer do different tasks. As the students move on through the year they will develop their 

presentation skills over two units of work one in Spring focused on presentations and then another in the Sum-

mer aimed at creating business documents. Between these two units students will learn programming using 

scratch to make a computer game and then will look at computational thinking and problem solving with algo-

rithms learning how a computer thinks.  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

October: Online assessment Short answer 

knowledge questions 

and multiple choice 

questions. 

Students can practice the ICT skills outside of lessons 

December: Online Assessment Short answer 

knowledge questions 

and multiple choice 

questions. 

Research hardware component and their purpose. Group hard-

ware into inputs and outputs. 

February: Presentation of work to 

class 

Observation of pre-

sented work, one to 

one/whole class. 

Help students to find suitable presentation content. Allow them 

to practice presenting information. 

March: Submission of scratch pro-

gram 

Documentation of 

gaming and submis-

sion of actual game. 

Load scratch online and practice the skills covered in lessons to 

embed knowledge. 

May: Submission of algorithms Submission of algo-

rithms with clear in-

structions. 

Students can practice creating instructions for activities at home 

such as baking a cake 

July: Desk Top Publishing File Sub-

mission 

Submission of a series 

of digital documents 

that show all the skills 

they have learned. 

This will take the same format as the other assessments. 



Subject: Design Technology 

What will we cover this year? 

Students will rotate three times within year 7 covering: Product Design, Food and Textiles. Projects include: Air Freshener, 

Food Technology and an Tie-Dye T-Shirt product. Each rotation is 12 weeks (12 lessons) and covers: research Skills, Design 

skills, Making skills Grades for all three aspects will contribute to a final assessment grade for the project.  

Rotations: As-

sessment topic/ 

Key knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

 

Product Design:  

Air Freshener  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be working within the workshop and 

Health and Safety will be covered in detail. Students are 

to design and make an air freshener with a scent and 

theme of their choice. They will research and design 

within an assessment booklet before working on their 

final piece. The product is made within the workshop 

and practical lessons will involve using the Fret Saws, 

Vacuum Former and Pillar drill. The use of hand tools is 

important and we will be using a coping saw and wood 

file, along with glass paper to finish the product off to a 

high standard.  

 

If you are working on a project a home, encour-

age participation where possible and help stu-

dents see the process of planning, preparation 

and problem solving whilst making a product. 

The use of www.technologystudent.com will be 

a good place to look for homework support. Go 

to ‘new D&T GCSE’ section of the website. Sec-

tions on Health and Safety, woods and plastics 

would be most useful.  

 

Food: Students will be learning about basic food safety skills, 

knife skills, weights and measures in the kitchen, and 

using oven and hob skills. This is taught in a practical 

way, with students designing and preparing several 

dishes from fruit salad, pasta salad, pizza toast, scones, 

bolognaise and many more. The lesson practical's are 

every two weeks, going in a cycle of theory lesson learn-

ing the skills to make the dish, then practical lesson the 

following week. Assessment within Food technology will 

consist of ongoing observation & a formal observation 

of practical skills during practical lessons, these observa-

tions will form part of their skills grade for food prepara-

tion. Students will have a theory booklet for assessment 

of nutrition knowledge. The two grades will contribute 

to the final grade for food technology  

Encourage students to assist in the kitchen with 

everything from washing up to weighing ingredi-

ents. Talk about the nutrition in their food and 

try to encourage independence in the kitchen . 

Ideally allow students to make the recipe again 

at home to promote skills  

Textiles:  

Tie-Dye T-Shirt  

Students are to design and modify a given white T-shirt. 

There will be demonstrations on different tie-dye effect 

and students will select and carry out their own tie-dye. 

Students will learn basic sewing techniques before mov-

ing on to complete an applique design based on their 

chosen final idea. The applique will be machine sewed 

to the t-shirt along with cutting and shaping, before fin-

ishing off.  

Encouraging hand sewing or the use of a sewing 

machine at home will improve confidence, tech-

nique and understanding of processes. 

www.technologystudent.com. Go to ‘new D&T 

GCSE’ and around half way down is a section on 

Textiles.  



Subject: Drama 

In Year 7 students develop a range of skills through the medium of drama.  The focus will be on Creating, Per-

forming and Responding.  They learn how to express themselves creatively, understand commitment to their 

role, performance work and to others and develop life-long social skills such as cooperation and communication.  

Through role-play they explore their own beliefs and opinions whilst developing understanding and empathy to-

wards others.  Students will also learn about how to enjoy drama and theatre as an art form through script work 

and appreciation of the work of others. 

Students will explore 5 key areas in Drama lessons, from initial drama games and exercises designed to build the 

group dynamic and encourage confidence to the exploration of a theme and devising drama in response to a 

range of stimuli.  Students will be encouraged to share their work in groups and formative assessments within 

each unit will identify key skills and techniques for development.  Written feedback on how to improve will be 

provided in an individual student booklet and individual progress targets will be agreed. 

Date/Assessment topic Assessment Key Knowledge: 

Autumn One Introduc-

tion: Developing strate-

gies 

Lesson 4/5 

Still Image/Spoken Thought Students will understand how to use the techniques of Still Image 

and Spoken Thought in performance when responding to a stimu-

lus. 

Lesson 7 Group Performance using po-

em as stimulus, focus on Nar-

ration. 

Students will understand how to use the technique of Narration in 

performance.  Students will work in a group to devise and perform 

a piece of drama in response to a given stimulus. 

Autumn Two/Detectives 

Lesson 3 

  

TV Appeal – sustaining a role/

use of strategies. 

Students will respond to a range of stimuli, devise and present a 

TV style appeal following the fictional disappearance of a school-

girl. 

Spring One/ The Way 

West 

Lesson Five 

Response: 

Extended Spoken Thought: 

The Decision to move West. 

Students will explore a historical event through an extended role-

play and will use the technique of Spoken Thought to communi-

cate a clear opinion. 

Spring Two/ The Way 

West 

Lesson 8 

The River Crossing:  Using 

techniques, cross-cutting, 

flash-back and narration. 

Students will use a range of dramatic techniques to create an ex-

tended piece of drama in response to a historical event, which will 

be shared with an audience. 

Summer One/Baysden 

Village 

Lesson 3/4 

Presenting on design of theme 

park. 

Students will consider the impact of a large project on a small rural 

community and represent a range of different viewpoints.  Stu-

dents will employ a range of dramatic techniques in order to pre-

sent a coherent idea to an audience. 



Subject: English 

What will we cover this year? 

Students in Year 7 will have the opportunity to interact with a variety of Literature including books, plays, poetry and other forms of non-fiction 

text, whilst developing their reading and writing skills. We will start the year with a skills unit. This will focus on teaching students the principles 

behind analysing and evaluating texts as well are refining writing skills and developing their imaginative scope through studying elements of Harry 

Potter. This will be followed by a unit of study on narrative poetry, particularly focussing on poetic techniques.  Later in the year, students will 

also study the novel Holes explore structures and character types as well as the influence of contextual factors, A Midsummer Night’s Dream by 

William Shakespeare and a non-fiction unit where students will practise writing persuasively and informatively. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Sep-Oct 

Key reading and writing skills including: inference 

and deduction, selecting quotations, analysing 

language choices, sentence variation, using high 

order punctuation and varying sentence starters. 

Baseline assessment  

 

Encourage your child to read fiction books to expand their vocabulary 

and improve comprehension skills. 

Nov– Dec 

Exploration of different styles of poetry. Particular 

focus will be given to the effects of poetic devices 

and essay skills (inference and deduction, se-

lecting quotations, analysing language choices) 

will continue to be developed. 

Poetry based essay 

or PEEL paragraphs 

 

 

The most important thing when answering an essay question is to use 

PEEL: Point, Evidence, Explain and Link. Help your student to practice 

writing PEEL paragraphs when they read at home. 

If students cross a word they do not understand, encourage them to 

use a dictionary and thesaurus to look up the word. This will help 

them to broaden their vocabulary. 

Jan-Feb 

Introduction to the study of Holes by Louis Sachar. 

We will explore different character types and 

improve analysis skills. 

Extract based essay 

 

Letter writing 

Encourage students to read different types of texts and practice PEEL 

at home. 

Feb-Mar 

We will continue studying Holes leading to a gen-

eral essay on the novel. There will also be some 

focus on narrative structure within the novel and 

how tension is created throughout. 

General Essay 

 

Diary Entry 

 

 

Talk to your student through the year about what they are studying in 

English and ask them questions about what they are learning. Remind 

your students to use PEEL when answering essay questions and to 

remember to focus on particular techniques and/ or language choices 

used. 

Apr-June 

Students will study the Shakespeare play: A Mid-

summer Night’s Dream. There will be a particular 

focus on character roles within the play and how 

Shakespeare creates comedy. Contextual influ-

ences will also be a factor here. 

Essay 

 

Newspaper Article 

 

 

Encourage students to watch different film adaptions of the play or a 

stage production if one is available locally, in order to increase their 

understanding of the play as a dramatic work to be seen rather than 

just read. 

Students can research Shakespeare’s other works. 

June-July 

A non-fiction unit focussing particularly on non-

fiction writing. This will be based on theme parks 

and will result in students creating a leaflet to 

promote their park and a presentation justifying 

their choices. 

Informative and 

persuasive writing 

 

End of year exam 

 

 

Encourage to students to collect and read leaflets in order to increase 

their understanding of the types of language used in both persuasive 

and informative leaflets. 



Subject: French 

What will we cover this year?  

Bonjour! This year we will cover a range of topics in French. We start with a basic introduction, which will recap any prior learn-

ing from Primary School, but also give any students who are new to the language the opportunity to learn important conversa-

tional phrases. Throughout the year we will then go on to cover topics such as: ‘My Family and I’, ‘My school’, ‘My free-time’, 

and ‘My Area’. Within these topics we will learn key linguistic skills and important grammatical structures, such as the future 

tense, and will all develop skills in: speaking; writing; reading; listening; and translation through challenging classroom activities 

as well as plenty of language games. In each half-term there will be a range of formative and summative assessments which will 

cover the language skills mentioned above, giving the students a strong grounding in the start of their language learning journey! 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

What can I do to help?  

Oct:  

(Greetings, Days/Months, Num-

bers, Stationary/Classroom items) 

Reading Assess-

ment 

(Students will 

also have to 

write single 

words in French) 

Encourage students to use their vocabulary books to revise the words and phrases 

which they have been given using the ‘look, cover, write, check’ method. After doing 

this, ask them to tell you the meaning of certain phrases that you read out. If you also 

feel like a challenge, maybe even try and have a conversation in French with them 

using the phrases they have been given.  

Nov/Dec: 

Sports & Hobbies & My Family 

(Students will need to include 

information about themselves 

(name, age, family etc) and also 

lots of opinions about their inter-

ests)  

Writing Assess-

ment 

During class, students will prepare for a full lesson towards this assessment and will 

be able to take notes into the assessment with them. At home, you could ask stu-

dents ‘What makes a good piece of writing in French?’ and encourage them to talk to 

you about examples of intensifiers, connectives, opening phrases, opinions and adjec-

tives, so that when they do their writing assessment, these key pieces of vocabulary 

are at the forefront of their minds. 

Jan:   

My School topic 

Listening Assess-

ment 

Encourage students to play language games on the internet so that they can hear the 

language being spoken. They should also be revising their vocabulary regularly in the 

same method as highlighted above. You could even all watch their favourite film in 

French together! The key to doing well in listening assessments is to try and listen to 

as much French as possible beforehand and to know your vocabulary.  

Feb/March: 

This assessment covers every-

thing from the Year so far 

Reading/

Translation As-

sessment 

Some responses here will be written in French so students will really need to focus on 

learning the spellings of their vocabulary. You can help by ensuring they are doing 

this at home. They could also go to the LRC and pick up some of the French maga-

zines and practise reading during break/lunch-times and then talk to you about what 

they have read. 

April/May:  

This assessment also covers eve-

rything from the Year so far but 

will have a focus on using the 

future tense 

Speaking Assess-

ment 

(Picture-based 

task/Role Play/

Questions) 

If you feel confident you could try and have simple conversations with the students 

asking them ‘What is your favourite subject?’, or ‘What sports do you like?’ and then 

ask them to respond (in French). Students should still revise their vocabulary but they 

should also try to listen to as much French as possible, so the things mentioned for 

the listening assessment will be applicable here. 

June/July: End of year exam 

An exam focusing on all topics 

taught this year 

Reading/

Listening/

Writing/

Translation As-

sessment 

Encourage students to look through their books and previous assessments. It would 

be very helpful for students to create flashcards and mind-maps on the topics/

vocabulary they have learnt this year. They could also label things around the house 

(if you let them!) with French vocabulary to help aid their memory! 



Subject: Geography 

What will we cover this year? 

We will start the year with a skills unit. A full understanding of Physical, Human and Environmental Geography will be achieved 

by Christmas. To start we will build Geographical skills by looking at enquiry questioning, Ordinance Survey Maps, symbols, 

grid references, using atlases and  fieldwork skills. We then move on to fantastic places and the extremes in our world: Polar 

and arid areas. The Physical and Human Geography of Britain will be covered including; weather, relief and population.  Fol-

lowed by a unit on geology: How the earth was made and rock types. This unit also encompasses erosion, deposition, and the 

creation of landforms notably mountains and volcanoes. We end the year covering a human topic; Food and Farming. This 

involves economic Geography covering the farming industry, the production of food and how availability varies in the world. 

We will examine why there are shortages and  the differences in development. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

“What can  I do to help?” 

Sept/ Oct: 

Base line assessment as a starting point for 

year 7 Geography. 

Skills, places, maps, general locational  geog-

raphy. 

Short answer 

knowledge ques-

tions and a skills 

section linked to 

maps and dia-

grams.  

This is a generic test that is trying to find a baseline score for 

each student linked to their locational knowledge, their map 

skills, their fieldwork skills and their ability to identify places. 

Testing countries and continents is always very useful for our 

subject. Identifying places on visits or on the news will broad-

en the idea of where places are. Have an Atlas at home. En-

sure students are equipped with pens, pencils, rulers and 

calculators. Buy a world map and display it somewhere in the 

house.  

Nov/ Dec:  

"How does Molly Move?"  

Looking at Death Valley in particular as a case 

study 

Essay  This unit is about fantastic places covering cold and hot envi-

ronments. Any reading around the Arctic and Death Valley 

(USA) will be beneficial. The essay covers an enquiry question 

and we will be testing the IDEAL skills. Students will either be 

able to identify, describe, explain, assess or link. This will be 

their first geography essay and therefore will be coached 

how to write an essay. Encourage use of BBC Bitesize. Watch 

documentaries about desert, Arctic and rainforest environ-

ments.  

Feb:  

Britain. 

Mountains, rivers, seas , capitals and cities. 

Interim assess-

ment. Short 

answer ques-

tions and a 

skills section 

linked to maps 

of the UK.  

This is a generic test paper completed after a home work 

session to revise. Students will be coached on how to revise 

beforehand. It would be useful to have mini tasting sessions 

at home to check revision. The answers are all to do with the 

Physical and Human features of the UK that have been cov-

ered in class. Help your child identify physical (natural) and 

human (man-made) attractions in places you have visited 

Encourage interest in places.  

March/ April:  

Geography Rocks!  

Sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic 

rocks. Erosion, deposition and transportation. 

Erosion at the coast. 

Decision Mak-

ing paper – 

skills based. 

Students look 

at various 

sources to 

come to a deci-

sion.  

Any reading around the subject of quarrying would be very 

useful for this assessment. The positives and negatives of 

taking products from the land e.g. Limestone, Iron Ore, Coal. 

The decision making element of this unit involves the stu-

dents making a decision whether to locate a quarry in a par-

ticular place. They have to back this up with reasoned expla-

nations and clear justifications.  



Subject: Geography  continued 

May:  

Why do some people in the 

world go hungry? 

The development gap and 

how food is produced. 

Essay This unit is on food and geography – parents could encourage interest in places 

especially those of varying levels of development. Encourage the use of Google 

maps and encourage students to read a newspaper. Any articles to do with food 

production or food shortages in the world would be particularly useful. Promote 

debate and discussion as this essay will require an opinion to form 

June: End of year exam Short answer 

knowledge 

questions and a 

map skills sec-

tion.  

Talk to the student through the year about what they are studying in geography 

and ask them questions about what they are learning. They will be trying to revise 

from their class book so testing them would be useful.  



`Subject: History 

What will we cover this year? 

We will start the year with a skills unit. This will focus on teaching students how to examine and analyse sources of historical 

evidence. We will look at the development of Peterborough through time to ensure that students develop an understanding  

of chronology. With these skills in place we will then investigate the Norman Conquest and other key turning points in the 

history of Britain. These will include the Magna Carta, the significance of the Plague, the causes and consequences of the 

Reformation and we will end the year by looking at the significance of the reign of Elizabeth I. Throughout the year we will 

return to the themes “Crime and Punishment” and the historical skills essential for success  at KS3 and GCSE.  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

knowledge: 

Assessment 

style: 

“What can  I do to help?” 

Sept/ Oct:  

Baseline assessment 

Short answer  

knowledge ques-

tions and a 

sources and inter-

pretations skills 

section. 

Remind your students that when they look at sources they should think 
about : What can they infer from it?- What does the source tell them if they 
read between the lines? 

When explaining their opinion students need to use the connectives  
‘because… this meant that...this led to…’ to show explanation.  

Nov/ Dec:  

How did William take con-
trol of the country?  

(Castles, Battle of Hastings, 
Feudal system, crushing 
rebellions such as the Harry-
ing of the North)  

Essay  The most important thing for writing a good essay is to remember to use PEEL 
paragraphs: 
Point– State your view -(One reason why) 
Evidence– Use some evidence to support your point- (because) 
Explanation– Explain how and why the evidence supports your point- (this 
meant that) 
Link– refer back to the question at the end of every paragraph- (this led to) 
Talk to your student about all they different ways William gained control of 
the country and what impact they had. Which do they think was the most 
important? Mind map of William methods of control.  

Feb: How did medieval 
Monarchs deal with chal-
lenges to their power?  

(Henry II & Thomas Beckett, 
King John & Magna Carta, 
control of the church) 

Knowledge 

questions and a 

sources and 

interpretations 

skills section. 

Remind your students when think about sources they should think: What can 
they infer? They also need too use PEEL paragraphs to explain their ideas (See 
Sept/ Nov assessment.) 
Mind map Henry II and Beckett– why did Beckett and King Henry II fall out?  
Mind map King John– was he a good/bad king? Why?    

March/ April: How did the 
Plague transform England?  

This assessment will ask the 
students to decide what the 
consequences of the Plague 
were for England.  

Essay The students will have to explain how and why the Plague transformed Eng-
land.  This is testing their ability to support their decision with evidence.  Re-
mind them to be confident in their choice and explain the significances of the 
evidence. Ask them about the positive, negative, long term and short term 
consequences of the Plague and how it helped to cause the Peasants Revolt.  

May/June: Why was there a 
Reformation in England?  

(Henry VIII, divorce, the 
Break with Rome, Act of 
Supremacy, setting up of the 
Church of England,  dissolu-
tion of the monasteries, 
Protestant vs Catholic) 

Essay It would be very helpful to discuss with your student how to use PEEL para-
graphs to explain their ideas (See Sept/ Nov assessment.) 

Create flash cards about the Reformation– Why did Henry want to move 
away from the power of the Pope? What did the Act of Supremacy do? 

July: End of year exam Knowledge 
questions and a 
sources and 
interpretations 
skills section. 

Talk to your student through the year about what they are studying in history 
and ask them questions about what they are learning. Remind your students 
when think about making inferences from sources and explaining their views 
in PEEL paragraphs.  



Subject: PD 

What will we cover this year?  PD helps to equip your child with life skills. 

We will start the year by  looking at friendships and managing change. We then move to Citizenship and democracy. This 

unit focusses on the political system in the UK to elect our Government and we tie it into School Council Elections. The next 

Unit is on Road Safety and the importance of not taking risks, very useful also as the dark nights draw in.  

The next unit is entitled “Rights and responsibilities” and mainly focusses on bullying and conflict. The most popular topic in 

Year 7 is the Animal Welfare topic, this unit encompasses Animal cruelty, The argument for and against keeping animals in 

captivity and Animal Welfare. The final topic is internet safety. 

Date: 

Assessment topic/ 

key knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Sept:  

Democracy and 

The Student 

Council. 

Baseline assess-

ment Citizenship. 

Short answer 

knowledge questions 

based on the Citizen-

ship lessons.  

Remind them that Personal Development is about understanding other peoples 

views and therefore there is often no “correct” answer. Instead students are 

marked on how well they explain their ideas and use subject specific words/

phrases and evidence to support their answers. Talk to the students about what 

have they learn so far in PD. Look at political systems in the news, encourage 

your child to watch TV News programmes even if it just the main headlines. 

Nov 

Road safety Cam-

paign  

Extended project: Stu-

dents are free to sum-

mit this in any format 

they wish so long as 

they answer all the 

sections .  

Students will research many campaigns to make teenagers more aware on the 

roads through You Tube and talking to parents Uncles, Aunts and Grandparents.  

Jan/ Feb:   

Rights and Respon-

sibilities  

Short answer based 

paper checking 

knowledge and under-

standing of bullying 

and developing expla-

nation.  

Test them on key words and their meanings.  Develop revision techniques at 

home such as post it notes stuck onto doors , mind maps, revision notes or even 

podcasts. 

March/April:  

Animals – the me-

dia and the 

law. 

Essay style question 

"Should animals be 

captive?"  

Students are asked to express an opinion backed with factual information and 

justified. They can choose any examples from the world around them as well as 

the examples learnt in class. The most important thing for writing a good essay 

is to remember to link back to the question at the end of every paragraph. Talk 

to your child about all they different reasons why animals are kept in captivity. 

Students will need to describe their own opinion, compare views, make in-

formed contributions to debates, understand that things can be fair or unfair in 

different situations. Parents can help develop all these attributes at home.  

May:  

Internet safety 

Literacy based assess-

ment.  

Students will write a poem, a story, or complete a script for a drama scene. The 

focus will be on what the dangers are and how to keep safe on line. 

July:  

End of year exam 

Short answer 

knowledge questions 

and longer essay style 

questions 

Students are marked on how well they explain their ideas and use subject spe-

cific words/ phrases and evidence to support their answers. Talk to the students 

about what have they learnt so far in Personal Development. Mind maps are 

useful to summarise information.   



Subject: Physical Education  

What will we cover this year?  

Within Physical Education students will gain a better appreciation and understanding of general exercise and develop a 

healthy sense of competition during the games played. Students will learn in an environment that is encouraging and mu-

tually respectful as each participant learns about his or her individual strengths and how to grow areas of weakness.  

The first half term will start with a Multi-Skills unit; this will focus on developing and enhancing the FUNdamental move-

ment skills that are essential in the development of young people. The aim of the unit is to ensure future success and long 

term participation in physical activity. The key areas are: agility, balance, co-ordination and speed. By working on these 

skills in a FUN and CHALLENGING way we aim to give each and every student a positive and enjoyable experience in Physi-

cal Education and Sport.  

Half term PE Focus Assessment style: What can I do to help? Parental Support… 

September – October 
Multi-Skills Boys & Girls 
Rugby Boys/Netball Girls 

Diagnostic assess-
ment and a combina-
tion of Formative and 
Summative assess-
ment 

  
Communication 
  
  
Encourage and support your child in their personal devel-
opment of participation in physical activity and sport. 
  
If there is ever a concern, please contact the teacher 
directly so that they can discuss the issues with you. 
  
When the student is unable to participate in class, please 
be sure to provide a doctors note with detailed infor-
mation so that the teacher knows how to work with your 
child when they are able to return to activity. 
  

October – December 
Table Tennis Boys / Gymnastics 
Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and Sum-
mative assessment 
  

January – February 
Gymnastics Boys / Cheerleading 
& Basketball Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and Sum-
mative assessment 
  

February – April 
Football Boys / Table Tennis Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and Sum-
mative assessment 
  

April- May 
Tennis / Athletics Boys 
Athletics / Rounders Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and Sum-
mative assessment 
  

May – July 
Cricket / Athletics Boys 
Athletics / Tennis Girls 

A combination of 
Formative and Sum-
mative assessment 

  
Inter-form/house Competitions  will take place once a term: December, February and April. Sports day will be hosted 
in the summer term. 
  
Extra-Curricular Clubs  are a fantastic way for students to try new sports and make new friends! The programme will 
change each half term and will be advertised in lessons, form time and around the school. Clubs will be active at 
lunchtime and afterschool; students will be inducted in their first PE lesson with what is on offer for this half term. Paren-
tal consent will be required for fixtures afterschool; your son/daughter will be notified. Being part of a team develops 
positive relationships with peers in addition to valuable skill development in:  leadership, teamwork and communication. 
  
  
  



Subject: Maths 

What will we cover this year? We are following  the White Rose Scheme of Work, which builds directly work covered in 

Primary School and  that is designed to cover all areas of Mathematics in depth to prepare students for their GCSE’s. Some of 

the main topics will focus on analysing data, measuring angles and working with algebraic expressions, fractions and percent-

ages. We plan lessons so that students have the opportunity to work in a variety of different ways both individually and in 

groups. This will include taking part in group projects. Students will be given regular homework to complete to ensure that 

they are working at the best of their ability, alongside regular in class mini assessments.  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

*Do a little bit of maths everyday—even if it is just doing some 

basic numeracy* 

Sept: Baseline assessment 

 

 

1 Non Calculator Test in 

Class 

Encourage students to talk about the maths they learnt at 

primary school. To support your students you could: 

- Ask them basic arithmetic questions and quiz them 

 (add, subtract, multiply, divide, square numbers) 

- Ask them to re-cap how to work out percentages, work with 

fractions and round numbers. 

Nov/ Dec:  

Algebraic thinking, place value 

and proportional reasoning 

Two class tests focus-

sing on material covered 

during the term. 

Mini assessment at the 

end of every block 

Students will have engaged in a number of lessons focusing on 

sequences, algebraic notation, place value and fractions, decimals 

and proportional reasoning. To support please encourage your 

child to talk through what they have learnt so that they develop a 

deeper understanding. 

 Feb:   

Number operations, fractions 

and percentages, directed 

numbers 

Mini assessment at the 

end of each unit 

Students will have studied number operations and worked with 

fractions and percentages. They will also have studied directed 

numbers  and operations involving them. To support, encourage 

your child to practice their multiplication tables and learn key-

words and what they mean. 

March/April:  

Directed number (cont), frac-

tional thinking 

 

Two class tests covering 

all material from the 

spring term 

Mini assessment at the 

end of each unit 

Please ask your child to discuss the mathematics they have cov-

ered during the Easer term and where it might be  used in a real 

life context such as temperature, money, metres above sea level 

etc. They should continue to practice multiplication tables, learn 

and be able to use key words and be aware of factors, multiples, 

square, cube and prime numbers. 

May/June/July 

Lines and angles, reasoning 

with number and sets and 

probability 

Two class tests covering 

all material from the 

summer term 

Mini assessment at the 

end of each unit 

Students need to learn and be able to remember key angle facts. 

Practising using a protractor would be useful. The language of 

probability is built around the concept of chance so conversations 

around things such as the National Lottery, predictability of the 

weather and unusual outcomes of sporting events would be help-

ful here. 

July: End of year exam An exam focusing on all 

topics taught this year 

Mini assessment at the 

end of each unit 

Encourage students to look through their mathematics books. 

Focus on what went well in their previous tests and how they 

think they can improve. It would be very helpful for students to 

create posters and mind maps on the topics they have found diffi-

cult.  



Subject: Music 

Music assessments will take place throughout the year with performing, composing and appraising music being a regu-

lar part of lessons.  Students will undertake at least 6 main topics throughout the year with each topic being assessed 

practically (through a performance or composition).  Assessments may also take the form of a listening or evaluation 

task which will be completed usually towards the middle or end of a topic. 

Students will often be encouraged to work as an ensemble and develop independent group learning skills alongside 

their solo work. To support their learning and preparation for assessments students, where possible, should practice 

their parts within performances alongside revising and revisiting key vocabulary and the main musical elements: 

rhythm, dynamics, tempo, structure, melody, harmony and instrumentation. 

Date: 

Assessment topic 

key knowledge: Assessment  

Sept/ Oct 

Diagnostic Unit/

Rhythm and Pulse 

Students will become familiar with reading rhythmic music nota-

tion and play rhythms on various percussion instruments, both 

individually and as an ensemble. They will need to learn the note 

names, note values, symbols and equivalent rest.  

Students will demonstrate their 

knowledge, understanding and skills 

from KS2 through singing, listening and 

rhythmic exercises. They will learn 

basic rhythm notation  culminating in a 

rhythmic composition/performance 

using untuned percussion instruments 

Nov/ Dec 

Keyboards and no-

tation 

Students will become familiar with reading staff notation and play 

chords and melodies on the keyboards. They will learn repertoire 

from the Baroque era and be assessed its characteristics and key 

features. 

Understanding and interpreting tradi-

tional piano notation and performing a 

piece on the instrument. 

Jan/Feb 

Pentatonic 

Students will learn more about composition within the constraints 

of the pentatonic scale (using 5 notes only). They will be assessed 

in their ability to improvise, play a repeated melody and potential-

ly their ability to accompany using a number of chords. 

Performing as an ensemble, playing a 

melody using the pentatonic scale and 

improving using the pentatonic scale. 

March/ April 

Learning about the  

Orchestra 

Students will learn how to listen to and identify different instru-

ments within the orchestra looking at different timbres, tech-

niques and various musical elements. Students will  learn reper-

toire from the Classical Era, then compose creatively basing their 

compositions on Saint Saens Carnival of the Animals. 

Listening to and recognising instrumen-

tal timbres and suggests the effect 

these instruments have on a listener 

and their role in an orchestra. 

Sept/ Oct 

Ukulele Project 

Students will learn to play both chords and melodies on the ukule-

le and begin to further develop ensemble playing.  Students will be 

reading music from ukulele tab to perform. 

Reading ukulele chord diagrams and 

playing the chords accurately. 

Reading ukulele tab notation and play-

ing a melody accurately . 

June/July 

Working as an en-

semble combining 

skills 

This will be the final topic of the year and will provide students 

with the chance to enhance their skills through experiencing a 

range of different topics and instruments. 

Working on ukuleles, keyboards, voice, 

students' own orchestral instruments, 

working collaboratively to perform a 

number of ensemble pieces. 



Subject: RE 

What will we cover this year?  

We follow the Agreed Syllabus for Peterborough schools. This year the students will focus on Monotheism. We 
will start by discussing what relevance Religious studies has for us.  During the course of the year we will investi-
gate questions such as:  What do people believe about God? Why do religions have festivals?  Do I have to belong 
to a religion to be a moral person? Christian teachings on origins, purpose and destiny: Where do we come from 
and where are we going?  

Date: 

Assessment topic/ key 

knowledge: 

Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Sept:  

Introduction to RE 

 

 

Judgement based on 

classwork  

Remind them that RE is about understanding other peo-

ples views and how religion influences the world around 

us. Therefore there is often  no “correct” answer. Instead 

students are marked on how well they explain their ideas 

and use subject specific words/phrases and evidence to 

support their answers. Talk to the students about what 

have they learnt so far in RE.  

Oct/Nov:  

What are the key features 

of Judaism?  

Short answer knowledge 

questions and longer es-

say style questions 

Students develop an understanding of the beliefs and 

practices of Judaism and its links to Christianity. Students 

will learn about what Judaism is, the significance of syna-

gogues and temples. They will also gain an insight in to 

Kosher food and Jewish religious festivals such as Passo-

ver, Hanukah and Yom Kippur. To support your student 

you could talk to them about the beliefs and practices of 

Judaism. 

Jan/ Feb:  

What does it mean to be a 

Christian in Britain today? 

Judgement based on 

classwork  

The students need to be able to explain how the design of 

the church reflects the particular branch of Christianity 

that they are looking at. Talk to your student about how 

the different types of Christianity differ.  Test them on key 

words and their meanings.  

May: 

What does it mean to be a 

Muslim in Britain today?  

Short answer knowledge 

questions and longer es-

say style questions 

Students will be learning about the Five Pillars of Islam 

and why they are important to Muslims. They will also be 

developing their understanding of the key features of Is-

lamic worship and how and why they are followed. 

Throughout the course students will be reflecting on how 

Islam has been misrepresented in the media and what it 

means to be a Muslim in Britain today. It would benefit 

your student to discuss what they have learnt about Islam. 

June/July: 

Where have we come 

from and where are we 

going? Rites of Passage  

Essay style question Students will  study births, death and marriages for a vari-

ety of religions. They will learn how the rites of passages 

are observed and their significance. You could create a 

mind map or concept map to help them revise for this.  



Subject: Science 

What will we cover this year?   

Students will follow a Key Stage 3 course which thoroughly prepares students for the upcoming rigours of GCSE Science. 

Throughout the course, practical-based activities will form the backbone of the lesson content. Students will quickly develop 

“How Science Works” skills, including planning experiments, taking measurements, handling and displaying data, drawing rele-

vant conclusions and evaluating reliability and accuracy. A well balanced curriculum will ensure regular progress of understand-

ing in key scientific principles, which will then be built upon when moving forward to future years. Teaching content is divided 

into six blocks of three topics, after which there will be a class assessment to ensure continual progress throughout the year. 

The topics covered in this years curriculum are shown below:  

Assessment topic/ key knowledge: Assessment style: What can I do to help?  

Students will cover the following 

topics in a rotation– based carou-

sel. This means that different clas-

ses will cover different topics at 

different times: 

 

1.Particle Model 

2. Separating mixtures 

3. Movement 

4. Cells 

5. Sound 

6. Light 

7. Speed 

8. Gravity 

9. Metals and Non met-

als 

11. Acids and alkalis 

12. Variation 

13. Human Reproduction 

14. Interdependence 

15. Plant reproduction 

 

Each block (i.e. “Breathing and 

Digestion” will take approximately 

a half term to cover, although each 

block varies in overall duration 

Each block (two topics 

each colour) will be 

assessed via a formal 

class assessment task. 

 

In addition,  students 

will be set home learn-

ing activities to prac-

tice answering ques-

tions on Educake 

(details to follow) 

 

Student will also un-

dertake “working sci-

entifically practical-

based assessment in 

class during their top-

ics 

 

Finally, All topics will 

be assessed at the end 

of the year in, two 1 

hour, end of year ex-

amination papers. 

 

 

 

Encourage students to top up their 

knowledge on BBC bitesize revision tasks. 

 

 

 

Ask students to show you their performance 

on Educake activities. 

 

Discuss their current learning on a regular 

basis and help test them when revising for 

topic assessments! 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for your support. 

 

The Hampton Gardens Team. 


